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OURSELVES 


It has often been asked what.the Bengal Library 
Association stands for, what its aims and purposes are. 

The Bengal Library Association like all other 
Library Associations in other countries of the world 
is an association of librarians, library workers, educa- 
tionists and public men who are interested in seeing 
. in Bengal an efficient and well-equipped library 
service not~only in univergities, colleges, schools and 
other academic, .scientific and technical institutions, 
but also in corporations, municipilaties and tural areas ` 
‘run by public bodies for and in the interest of the 
reading public. We hold that libraries as instruments 
for dessimination of knowledge, learning and informa- 
tion and for generally educating the people, are on a 
par with educational and cultural institutions: indeed 
they ate more broad-based, and have an appeal on a 
much larger scale than is possible in schools and 
colleges and universities. Untrammelled by- anny 
of syllabuses and curricula, libraries aff6rd ash. 'dhportu- 
nity of a kind of reading that is /far“‘more freevand 
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independent and essentially more creative ; and holding 
this we want to make the people of Bengal more- 
library-conscious than we are at present. : 

We want to impress upon the university, college 
and school authorities the necessity of maintaining well- 
equipped libraries drawn up on modern lines and run 
by trained and efficient librarians. We want to impress 
upon ‘the Government of the Province to have a 
Library Act on the Statute-book empowering the 
central and local authorities to establish and 'maintain 
public libraries run on modern lines and in an efficient 
manner. We also want our municipal and rural 
authorities to maintain an efficient library service fed 
by travelling and circulating libraries for the benefit 
of the people of the municipal and rural areas, In all 
such endeavours by educational institutions; by the 
Government and local authorities we are only too’ 
eager, to co-operate mast heartily in formulating 
schemes for them, giving them technical advice and 
guidance and providing them with trained, efficient 
“ librarians and library. workers. ` 

Evidently the Library Association cannot by them- 
selves bring into existence such country-wide library . 
service. It is for the State and the public to do so; 
the Association can only try to rouse them into 
consciousness by constantly putting before them’ what 
has been done elsewhere in the world and what can be ` 
done in our country as well. We feel that it is not 
‘ always the question of finance that stands in the way; 
the most important thing wanting is the will to do and 
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df there is the will the Library Association has no 
hesitation in assuring them' their whole-hearted co- 
operation. 
To our members amongst whom there are libraries, 
librarians, library workers, educationists, public men, 
publishers, book-sellers and others generally interested 
in the growing library movement, we want to make it 
«clear that the Association cannot overnight change the 
Condition, status and ‘position of the libraries of our 
province nor can they change the most deplorable 
status and position of, librarians and library-workers 
by mere resolutions at their various committees and 
conferences. What we aim at has to be achieved by 
steady work, propaganda and long patient and constant 
‘endeavour to make our people more and more library- 
<onscious. It is now common knowledge that. most 
libraries and librarians in the province are so called 
‘merely by courtesy; this is,a serious blot on our 
libraries and on the profession which is just as 
important'as that of teaching. We, therefore, hold 
that librarianship is.'a technical profession whose 
„method and technique has to be learnt in theory and 
practice. The Association has, therefore, taken upon 
‘itself the work of training librarians in the province and 
it is one of the most important items in the programme 
“of the Association’s work to see that librarianship as 
“a profession attains recognition in the hands of our 
educational, Government and municipal authorities! 
and it is also our interest, to see that once there are 
‘trained and experienced librarians with adequate 
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academic qualifications, there should also be a recogni- 
sed professional status, position and pay. 

The Association also has taken upon itself the task 
of popularising technical and professional knowledge: 
amongst librarians and library-workers through the 
publication of monographs on library technique. They 
have already published two volumes and a third is in 
the press and two more are in preparation, -all in 
Bengali. It will be seen, therefore, that we are 
indirectly helping in bringing into existence a class. 
of library literature that Bengali literature lacks today. 
| Book-selection and purchases in most of our so-called 
libraries are done ina most haphazard manner. It is. 
the recognised privilege of all library associations to 
issue select lists of books and help libraries in doing: 
this work and the Bengal Library Association also 
have on their programme of work this most important 
item. Wenow issue an annual list of select books 
in Bengali and we wish the time to come when we 
shall also be able to publish similar lists in two or three- 
major provincial languages namely, in Hindi, Urdu,. 
Marathi and Gujrati. 

We hold meetings of our Council from time to- 
time at which discussions take place on subjects 
connected with books, authors, publishers, libraries. 
and other educational matters. We also hold 
conferences and public meetings to make our aims 
and purposes known.to the wider public, to meet 
brethren of our profession and discuss our aims 
and aspriations, trials and dfficulties, questions and 
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‘problems. We give technical advice to not only our 


individul members but also td institutional members, 
formulate schemes for any library or library service 
that rural, urban and municipal authorities want to 


-establish and maintain. And all this is free service. 


We have been doing this for the last few years. 
‘But all this work of educating public opinion, giving, _ 
technical advice and guidance, running training courses, 
issuing technical publications, select lists of books 
and to run an office to co-ordinate all such activities 
needs money, and itis painful to say that money has 
not been forthcoming to the extent that would enable 
“us to carry on with ovr work more ably and efficiently. 
There is no dearth of voluntary workers fired with 
‘imagination and inspired with a noble aim and also 
with requisite equipments. But at every step of our 
work we have to falter owing to lack of funds. The 
Association has been built up and run solely on member- 
‘ship subscriptions and it is impossible to widen our 
scope and activities any more on our slender budget. 
We have made clear what we. stand for, and those 
“who have sympathy for our cause, who want to see 
an efficient library service throughout the province 
are most earnestly invited to come forward to our 
‘help. We especially appeal to the Government of 
Bengal and the University of Calcutta to extend their 
-patronage to us, for it is they who can and who should 
help such a cause and we repeat that we assure them 
sour humble and unfailling co-operation. 


\ / 


BENGAL LIBRARY CONFERENCE 
MIDNAPUR, 1939 


SHORT PROCEEDINGS 


The Midnapur session of the Bengal Library Con~ 
ference held on the 19th and 20th March, 1938, under 
the presidency of Dr. Nibarranjan Ray, M. A., D. Lett.. 
and Phil. (Leyden), Dip. Lib. (London) proved to be a 
success. This was for the first time that a session of 
the Bengal Library Conference was held outside the 
city of Calcutta. 

The opening session ofthe Conference was held in 
a spacious pandal erected in front of the Midnapur- 
Public Library in the morning of the 19th March. Mr. 
B. R. Sen, I. C. S. Chairman of the Reception Commi- 
ttee, having extended welcome to the president-elect,. 
members and delegates,present, Kumar Munindra Deb- 
Rai Mahasai delivered the inaugural address in course 
of which he briefly described the various activities. 
of the Association and narrated the theme of the 
present Conference to be “Free Library Service”. Dr.. 
Ray, the President-elect, was then garlanded by Rai 
Bahadur Sital Prasad Ghosh, the Chairman of the- 
Midnapur Municipality and took his seat amidst’ cheers. 
Sj. Tin Cori Dutta, the Hony. General Secretary of the 
Bengal Library Association then read the messages 
received. Dr. Ray then delivered his inspiring presi- 


dental address. 
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The Library Exhibition was next declared open with 
a short speech by Rai Saheb Debendra Mohan Bhatta- 
charya, Chairman of the Midnapur District Board. 
“The entire premises of the Midnapur Public Library 
‘were occupied by various pictures, maps, charts, plans, 
posters, bulletins, journals and other publicity materials 
received from British Isles, France Belgium, Denmark, 
Norway, Germany, Austria, Latvia, U S. S. R., Italy 
Spain, Switzerland, Egypt, Bulgaria, South Africa, 
Austria, New Zealand, Hawii, China, Japan, Canada, 
United States and several other countries, besides 
Indian collections. The model library organised by Sj. 
Parimal Chandra Acharya, Librarian of the E. I. Ry. 
Indian Institute was another attractive feature of the 
Exhibition. l 
The second business session commenced at 2 p. m., 
in the Midnapur College Hall. “School and Juvenile 
Library Service” was the topic of: discussion. Sj. 
Anath Nath Basu, the Secretary of the School Library 
Committee of the Association presented the preliminary 
report of his committee narrating the deplorable condi- 
tion of the school libraries and suggesting minimum 
requirements of High School and Middle School 
libraries. - Sj. Sasadhar Banerjee, Head Master, 
Midnapur Collegiate School read a paper on “School. 
Libraries”. A discussion was then held on the report 
in which Sjs. Bhupendra Nath Nandi, Sukhen 
Chatterjee, Haripada Chakravarti and others joined. 
The president then summed up the proceedings. 
The third buisness session of the Conference was 
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held in the pandal at 6-30 p. m. “Public and Institutional 
Libraries’ was the topics of ‘this session. The 
recommendations of the Special Library Committee 
having been placed before the Conference,Sj. Bhupendra 
Nath Nandi presented a paper on “Library Service 
in a Railway Institute.’ Dr. Habibulla’s paper on 
“Government Libraries” was then read. Mr. O. C. 
Gangoly then delivered an illuminating lecture on 
“Beautiful books” illustrated with lantern slides follwed 
. by Sj. Sushil Kumar Ghosh, Secretary of the Propaganda 
and Publicity Committee of the Association who spoke 
on “Library extension work” with the aid of slides. 

The fourth business session of the ‘Conference 
began at 9 a. m. on the 20th March with “Rural and 
Urban Library Service” as the topic for discussion. 
Sj. Pulin Krishna Chatterjee, Secretary, Library Survey 
Committee, presented .recommendations on the 
improvement of library setvice in Calcutta and 
Howrah after the speech of Kumar Munindra Deb 
Rai Mahasai on “Libraries and local bodies.” Sj. 
Aditya Nath Bose read a paper on “Library Movement.” 
Sj. Nripendra Narayan Shome, Secretary, Midnapur ’ 
District Branch, presented a report on “Libraries in 
Midnapur District”. Sj. Tincori Dutta then briefly 
déscribed the activities of the district branches. Sjs. 
Kshetra Gopal Chakravrti, Anath Bandhu Dutt, 
Sushil Kunar Ghosh and a few others took part in the 
discussion that followed. ` | 

The fifth and closing session of the Conference 
was neld in the College Hall atl p.m. with “Library 
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Technique” as the topic of discussion. The president 
described the utility of adoption of uniform systems of 
classification and cataloguing in this session which 
was agreed to by the Conference. After offering of 
thanks to the President, organisers and delegates, the 
Conference came to close. í 


Midnapur Conference 


MESSAGES, 


Some of the importat messages read at the Midnapur Con- 
-ference are quoted below :— 


From Lord Brabourne, Governor of Bengal 


“I send my best wishes to those who are about to take part 
in the Bengal Library Conference which is to meet at Midnapore, 
-and I trust that their deliberations will be profitable.” 


Sj. Subhas Chandra Bose, President, Indian, National 
Congress , 


“T am glad to see the Library Movement spreading and taking 

root in our country., Libraries, are after Schools and Universities, 

-the most powerful instruments of culture and education, and it 

“ig regrettable that this aspect of popular education did not in the 
past receive the attention it deserved. 

I congratulate the organisers of the All-Bengal Library Con- 
ference on the lead they are giving in this matter. They have a 
programme of establishing a network of libraries throughout the 
country and also of establishing juvenile libraries. All these are 
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urgently needed at the persent time. I wish the Conference alh 
success in its praiseworthy endeavours.” 


, 


Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, Vice-Chancellor Calcutta 
University 


“I am glad to learn that the next session of the All-Bengal’ 
Library Conference is going to be held at Midnapur on the 19th 
March next. The establishment of a network of libraries throngh- 
out the length and breadth of the country is essential for the- 
cultural and intellectual advancement of the country. I hope the 
deliberations at Midnapur will be able to impart fresh energy and' 
enthusiasm to the library movement in this province and suceed 
in making its population library-minded. I wish the Conference 
every success.” 


Dr. R. C. Majumdar, Vice-Chancellar, Dacce Vniversity 


“I wish the Conference every success. Bengal is Jagging far 
behind other provinces in respect of library organisation, and 
T think your Conference is doing a very valuable work in improv- 
ing the state of things, in this respect. Libray has now been 
generally recognised to be one of the most potent means of mass 
edacation, and, properly organised, a library movement can do 
a great deal to remove the illiteracy of, the masses which is at- 
- the present moment a great problem of the country. Even among 
the educated people the library movement is calculated to be of 

great benefit, because the average educated man in Bengal is 
` sadly lacking in general knowledge. The students in Bengal 
` mostly confine themselves to their text books and the amount 
of ignorance which they display in regard to matters not coming 
within their curriculum is almost beyond description. A properly 
equipped Library is the one thing that they need most, and I am 
sure that your efforts would goa great way to remove the stigma 
from our educated community.” I 


` 
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Mr. J., M. Bottomley, Director of Public Instruction, 
Bengal l 

“I have great pleasure in sending a message of greeting 
and my sincere good wishes to the Bengal Library Conference at 
its Midnapore session. Too great an emphasis can not be laid on 
A survey of hbray conditions in rural and urban areas. I wish 
the Conference every succeas in its endeavours to further this. 
beneficent movement. É 

3 

Mr. W. C. Berwick-Sayers, Presidènt, Library Associa- 
tion, London 


CI hope that the occasion will be propitious in every way, 
that a good membership will attend, and that the discussion will 
be active and as profitable as your programme seems to promise. 
On behalf of myself and the Library Association I send you our 
cordial greetings and best wishes for a successful time.” 


The Secretary, British Museum, London 


“I hava pleasure in conveying to the members of the Con- 
ference the good wishes of the Trustees and Director of the British 
Masuem which, as the central library of the British Common- 
wealth of Nations, takes a constant interest in the progress of 
libraries in all parts of the Dominions.” 


Mr. Carl H. Milam, Secretary, American Library 
Association : 


‘The problem before you for solving and the fields for 
development are those with which American librarians have a 
sympathetic understanding. The American Library Association 
tikes pleasure in sending greetings to the members of the Bengal 
Library Association and good wishes for a stimulating and 
beneficial conference, and success in your efforts to advance 
library service in Bengal.” : 
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Dr. Rubio, President, Union of Gatalonian: Libraries 
Barcelona 


“I congratulate you all for the work you are performing, on 
‘this special occasion of the Conference that is to be held at Midnapur 
~--beg you to accept the most cordial salutation of Catalan Libra- 
rians”. 
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Rao Bahadwr Govindbhai H. Desai, President, Baroda 
State Library Association, Baroda 8 , 


“We offer you our best wishes for the success of the Conference 
‘ander the presidency of Dr, Niharranjan Ray, Librarian, Caleutt: 
University. Your Association has already done very. creditable 
work for the promotion of efficiency and widening the field of the 
library movement in Bengal. Your Summer. Training classes. 
Publication of Annotated lists of Recomended books, library hand- 
‘books and bulletins, Hospital library service and many other activi- 
ties of similar nature are worthy of being copied by Library Asso: 
‘ciations in other provinces and states in our country”. 5 


Mr. W. H. Ifould, President, Australian Institute of 
Librarians, Sydney 


“On behalf of the council and members of the Australian 
Institute of Librarians, I extend cordial greetings to the members 
of the Bengal Library Association meeting at their Conference... 

Australian librarians will always be glad to co-operate with 
their Indian conferences in improving library services and conditions 
in their great sister dominions of the Empire.” 


Mr. M. M. Stirling, Secretary, South African Library 
Association, Pretoria 


“The South African Library Association sends its greetings to 
Bengal Library Association and best wishes for the success of the 
Conference which is being held at Midnapore”. 
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A. G. Mackay, Secretary, Scottish Library Association 


“My Association sends heartiest fraternal greetings to the- 
Bengal Library Association on the occasion of their Conference. 
Librarians in Scotland are delighted to learn of the excellent work 
your Association is undertaking and they hope that much success. 
will attend your Conference”. 


The President, Government of India Library Association 


“On behalf of the Government of India Library Association. 
I extend hearty greetings to the Bengal Library Association, and. 
wish them every success at the Conference. 

We congratulate the Bengal Association on their activities and. 
their efforts to train librarians on modern lines. A good librarian 
is one who not only has a sound knowledge of the science of: 
Librarianship, but who makes good contact with the users of his. 
library, and increases their number. A library may be perfect in 
itself but unless its contents are used extensively and regularly. it. 
is not fulfilling its purpose. It is essential to give much more 
publicity to the facilities offered by the libraries than had been done- 
in the past and every effort, should be mane to bridge the gap. 
between the librarian and public. 

This Association hopes that the Library Exhibition which has. 
been arranged by the Bengal Library Association will assist materi-- 
ally in providing the publicity that is so badly needed”. 


Linda A. Eastman, Librarian, Cleveland Public Library 


“Though in different and widely seperated parts of the world, 
we are all as librarians engaged in making books available to all who- 
can gain knowledge or recreation from the printed word. We share 
an interest in making books accessible not only in urban centers, 
but in remote and rural areas, to children, and to those who suffer- 
physical handicap. We share an interest also in promoting techni 
cal training and advancing professional standard, 
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In all these activities, may I offer you congratulation on your 
notable achievements, and wish you continued success”. r 


R, D. Hilton Smith, Editor, The Library Association 
Record, London l i 


r 


“It gives me great pleasure to send yon a message of greetings 

-and good wishes and to express the hope that the Conference and 

Exhibition will prove yet another effective step towards that improve- 

ment ot the library service of Bengal which is the aim of 1 

extremely active Association. 

From time to time wein England read of the many activittes 

in India of your Association and I know that I voice the feelings of 

|" my colleagues in English libraries and my iellow members of the 

Council of the Library Association when I aay how impressed we 

are with these records of progress and how. sincerely we wish 
-continued success to you work”, i 


1 


. Miss Margaret Demchevsky, Director of Libraries, 
_Bulgaria, Sofia 


“Though thousands of miles away my thoughts are there 
with you to-day wishing you success in the aims that have 
brought you together at Midnapore. May you go forth from the 
‘Conference with renewed strength, unabated enthusiam and ever , 
increasing inspiration and may each one carry back to hit work | 
however humble, the consciousness that ours is one of the ‘noblest’ 
of professions, one of the highest services that humans may render 
humans, because we serve humanity’s noblest attribute—the 
intellect. ‘The quality of India’s intellect i is worthy ot the splendid 
efforts you, Indian librarians; are putting torth into ris, service. 
Thot you may be successful in releasing this. quality for” the benefit 
-of humanity is the wish of your Bulgarian colleagues. 

A k 
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Government Scheme of Adult Education 


Recently the Government of Bengal have drawn up: 
a scheme for education of the adults and in doing so 
have stated that the arrangement for rural education 
in Bengal would be incomplete without adequate pro- 
vision for adult education. In no country in the world 
are illiteracy and ignorance of the masses a greater 
stumbling block to progress than in India. If India is 
really to keep her place among the progressive countries 
of the world that stumbling block must be removed 
and the question of adult education must be seriously 
attacked. The scheme drawn up by the Government 
of Bengal proposes to set up adult education centres. 
by utilising the spare time services of Sub-Registrars 
stationed in the rural areas. Obviously this scheme is: 
‘only a step to rouse public consciousness in the matter 
of adult education. What is necessary is a net-work 
of such centres covering the entire rural area in which 
willing non-official effort must play a large part. To 
run adult education centres, as pointed out by the, 
Government of Bengal, it is necessary to provide: 
each centre with a stock of suitable books and supple-- 
ment it as required. It is here that provision of rural. 
libraries or a rural library service finds its place in the 
scheme of adult education. To develop these adult 
education centres as really live centres of education 
there must be a constant supply’ of interesting and 
useful books. And this is work which is not for the 
Department of Education alone but also for District 
and Union Boards. In both Great Britain and United 
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States, who are pioneers in the library móvement, it is 
the local bodies which had taken the initiative in 
spreading the library movement. These local bodies’ 
had been empowered by legislation to levy a special 
permissive rate for the purpose. 


Duties of Local Bodies- 

The question `of ‘ad hoc’ taxation is however always 
a vexatious one. In India particularly each taxation to 
be.acceptable must follow long preparation of public 
opinion. In any case, there is no reason why legisla- 
tion on the lines of the Public Libraries Acts of Great 
Britain should not be placed on the Indian Statute 
Book. In larger municipal areas it will not be difficult 
to prepare such public opinion. In rural areas it would 
perhaps be better not to attempt it at least for the 
present. I do not see, however, why District Boards 
should not help rural library service by setting apart 
some funds either by curtailing less important expen- 
diture under other heads or by deducting a small 
sum from its yearly augmentation grant to each 
Union Board, or by both. Union Boards also 
can and they are doing it in some districts in East 
and North Bengal’ So far as I am aware the 
District Board of Midnapore is anxious to consider 
such a scheme and I hope with the help of the experts 
gathered together at this Conference it will be possible 
to draw up a practical scheme which would be suitable 
not only for this district but also for other districts 
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similarly situated. So far as the Department of Edu- 
cation is concerned it might be suggested for its consi- 
deration whether a scheme of liberal grants-in-aid 
could not be formulated for village libraries which 
made suitable arrangements for adult education. As 
I have already observed, provision of a constant supply 
of books is an essential factor for the success of the 
adult education scheme and another essential factor is 
the building up of non-official organisations to supple- 
ment the efforts of Government. 


x . 


Organisation Of Rural Libraries 


The proper organisation of rural library service 
is however only one part of a difficult problem. One 
of the greatest obstacles in the way of success of the 
library movement in Bengal at present seems to be 
the lack of suitable books in Vernacular. Books in 
English will not do for rural, service. Bengal vocabulary 
Specially in technical subjects dealing with agriculture, 

| industriés,.economics and social science—in which the 
people are primarily interested—is still in the formative 
stage. We can only wait for time to slove this 
problem. The efforts of Calcutta University in this 
matter deserve high praise and public support. 


t 


Midnapur Conferehee 
LIBRARY WORK IN BENGAL 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
‘ Br i . 
Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai 


Since the inaugration of the library movement in 
this province some thirteen years ago, we meet for 
the first time in a moffusil town. For this, our best 
thanks are due to Mr. B. R. Sen, I. C. S. who has 
kindly invited this Conference. I hope it will be 
possible to hold such Conference in other centres in 
the moffusil and the example set here will be followed 
by thers. Such conferences in the countryside afford . 
the opportunity of coming into close and personal 
contact with those interested in libraries to interchange 
ideas and to keep the workers thoroughly acquainted 
with modern trends of the movement. 

Our last Conference was a planned one. Its 
success was due to a great measure to the untiring 
.afforts of Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, the Chairman of 
of the Reception Committee. The Premier the 
Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq who presided on the 
occasion stressed the very important part which 
libraries can play in spreading education among the 
masses. 
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This Conference is also a planned one. Free 
Library Service will be the theme of this session. I 
hope under the able guidance of Dr. Ray this Confe- 
rence will prove a success. He is not only a’ specialst 
in library matters but is also a renowned scholar. 

The ideals set forth before us for carrying on the: 
movement are not limited by any artificial bounds. 
‘The task is, no doubt, arduous and is not easy to 
accomplish. Our resources and abilities are also too 
limited to allow expansion of our activities in all 
directions. We had, therefore, to husband our resources. 
and concentrate our attention for the present to some 
definite aspects of the‘ movement such as to link up 
the libraries in each district by the formation of district 
branches, to provide training in librarianship, to publish 
recommended book-lists and books relating to library- 
movement in Bengal, and an organ of the Association, 
to introduce an unified scientific system of classifica- 
tion and cataloguing and to try to better the condition. 
of all classes of libraries. h 

An important function of our Association has beem 
the formation and organisaton of district branches 
through out'the province with the help of the members 
of our Association belonging to those districts, with a. 
view to have a network of well-organised libraries. 
under their direct supervision—the branches having” 
the advantage of getting necessary directions from 
‘the main Association. I am glad to inform you that 
many district branches have been formed and others are 
being organised in different parts of Bengal. In some of 
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them district officers are closely co-operating with 
local organisers. We are, however, sorry to find little 
response from some important districts such as Dacca, 
Mymensingh, Chittagong, Jalpaiguri and Burdwan. 
I have, no doubt, there are library-minded people in 
those districts ‘and I should like to ask them to bestir 
themselves in the formation of district branches and 
thereby help to further the movement in their 
respective districts. In this connection I should like 
to commend the activities of Noakhali which deserves 
emulation by others. It is needless to add that’ co- 
operation is the key-note of success both in individual 
and corporate life. 

The need for trained librarians was being keenly 
felt in Bengal for some time past but there was no 
Arrangement for such training in this province. It is 
to be regretted that the Calcutta University should 
even now lag behing Punjab, Madras and the Andhra 
‘University in the matter of training in librarianship. 
A Committee was formed in 1934 to go into the matter 
and its recommendations were approved by the Syndi- 
cate of the Calcutta University but no sanction came 
from Government and the matter has been shelved 
since then. ett 

With a view to introduce modern methods of 
library administration and impart a general knowledge 
of library technique, the Bengal Library Association 
opened a training class for practising librarians in May, 
1937. Dr. Nihar Ranjan Ray, Librarian, Calcutta 
University Libraries, and President of this Conference 
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was the Director of the Class. He was assisted by 
nine other lecturers including Mr. W. C. Wordsworth. 
The Association has arranged to open a training class. 
' for the second time on 1st May next with Dr. Ray as. 
Director. The curriculum of studies for this class. 
has been thoroughly revised. 

A good number of valuable books on library eco- 
nomy, administration and technique are being added to- 
the library of the Association for free use of the stu- 
dents of the Training Class and better arrangements 
for practical work is being made. The admission will 
be restricted to library workers only. The authorities. 
of the libraries who get their librarians trained should 
provide suitable facilities to them to modernise their 
libraries. 

The Associations is trying to popularise the move- 
ment by means of lectures and discussions on different 
phases of the movement. In September last, Mr. 
Jogendra Nath Gupta, Editor, “Sisu-Bharati’’ and 
“Kaisorak” delivered an interesting lecture on “Indian 
Juvenile Literature”. A discussion on “Literary Mar-. 
ket” was held in December in which Sj. Narendra Deb, 
Sj. Bibhuti Bhusan Banerjee, Mr. O. C. Ganguly and 
others joined. Mr. W. C. Wordsworth delivered an. 
illuminating address on “Library Legislation” in Febru- 
ary last. 

Another important work taken up by the Associa- 
tion is the publication of a list of recommended books. 
An expert Committee has been formed with Dr. Suniti 
Kumar Chatterjee as Chairman, and the first list for 
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1936 compiled by the previous committee ọf which 
Pundit Amulya Charan Vidyabhusan was the Chairman 
has appeared in the first volume .of our Bulletin. Dr. 
Chatterjee and his five other collaborators have 
undertaken to compile a selected book list up to 1935, 
which when published will help to remove a long felt 
want. 

The publication of the Bangiya Granthagar Parishad 
Patrika or the Bulletin of the Association edited by 
Dr. Ray is another important phase of its work worthy 
of notice. This organ of the Association incorporates 
notes and information regarding proposals and activities 
of the Association. It has been very well-received. 
Unless the financial position of the Association 
improves neither frequency in publication nor increase 
in its size can be expected. 

The Association has also undertaken the publication 
of a series of books in Bengali for the benefit of library 
workers as well as well as for students of the Library 
Training Classes. One book the “Granthagar” has 
already been published and another book “Deshbidesher 
. Granthagar” will be published shortly. Two others 
are in course of preparation. 

The reform of School libraries is another matter 
which deserves special mention. A Standing Committee 
with Mr. A. K. Chanda as Chairman and Mr. Anath 
Nath Basu as Secretary has been formed to go into the 
matter and offer suggestions for the improvement of 
School libraries. I am glad to find that this expert 
‘Commitee has been able to draw up a programme for 
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the development of School libraries which will be 
placed before this Conference. 

Another Committee with Mr. Abdul Ali of Imperial 
Records Department, Mr. Johan van Manen of the 
Royal Asiatic Society and other specialists has been 
formed for the improvement and expansion of the acti- 
vities of special libraries. Mr. J. N. Sen Gupta, Librarian 
of the Bose Research Institute, ' 15 its Secretary. The 
Committee has been able to plan its line of action and 
lam sure their efforts will be highly appreciated by 
scholars for making them acquainted with the resources 
of at least some of the libraries of learned societies in 
this province. 

The publication of a Library Directory for Bengal 
is held up for want of information from many important 
libraries. I appeal to all to furnish necessary particulars 
as early as possible. 

Our Association was duly represented at the 3rd 
All India Library Conference held in Delhi in Decem- 
ber last. 

At the special invitation of the organisers your 
President and General Secretary attended the Second 
session of the Bihar Library Conference and were 
. cordially received. We were glad to have” the 
opportunity of a frank talk with the Hon’ble Sri- 
krishna Singh and the Hon'ble Mr. Anugraha Narain 
Singh. 

; The proper location of the library of the Association 
has become imperative. We are getting several foreign 
library journals in exchange of our Bulletin for which 
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‘our best thanks are due to the conductors of those 
journals, 

A novel innovation introduced this year is the 
‘opening of a‘ library supply stall along with the .Exhibi- 
tion where various standard forms are available at a 
very cheap price. , 


Midinapore Conference 


LIBRARIES IN BENGAL : 
PRESENT & FUTURE ` 
Br 


NIHAR-RANJAN Ray, M.A; (Cat.), D. Lert. & Phil (LEYDEN), 
Dr. Lis, (Lonp.) 
President, Bengal Library Conference, Midnapur 


I am deeply ‘sensible of the honour you bave done 
me by kindly electing me to preside over this session 
of the Bengal Library Conference. Without wasting 
‘words on the customary expression of thanks and 
humble submissions on occasions such as this, I would 
only say, I accept the singular honour humbly and 
respectfully, in the name of the profession which I have 
the pride and privilege to belong to. I claim to carry 
no weight of age nor of social dignity or academic 
distinction ; Iam far too conscious that I am here as 
one of the humblest representatives of those who claim 
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to serve the cause of education and culture ‘through 
one of the most potent and powerful agencies of 
modern cultural, educational and intellectual progress,. 
I mean, libraries. 

What are you aiming at, what is ‘this libraty move- 
ment, speeches, conferences, what:are all these about ? 
—my friends, and many of them, who by our ordinary 
standard, are supposed to be educated, intelligent and 
cultured, ask in innocent amazement. I am not 
surprised, far less annoyed. When the Australian 
“ Council for Educational Research, which is endowed. 
by the Carnegie Corporation of New York, issued the 
Report on “Australian Libraries” in 1935, the “intelle- 
ctual destitution” of the Australian people was revealed,. 
so admits a recent note issued by the executive of the 
Education Research Council. Unfortunately we are 
not favoured by a Carnegie Corporation endow- 
ment, nor our. authorities have any , inclination 
or imagination to finance ‘a survey of our library 
provisions. The Bengal Library Association have been 
able to touch a fringe of this work, and what little we 
have been able to do in this respect, has revealed to us. 
our “intellectual destitution,” and we have submitted. | 
from ‘time to time, calmly, clearly and politely that i in 
an essential part of our educational equipment we 
rank far below not ‘only of western countries, but even. 
of such oriental countries as Japan, China, Turkey and 
Egypt, and such infant countries as Australia and New- 
Zealand. It is true that a free library movement to be 
successful in all its implications must be broadbased or. 
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a wide, universal, free and compulsory primary edu-- 
cation, but when we consider that even in our existing 
schools, colleges, universities, academies and insti-- 
tutions, and-in big cities swarming with people of all 
tanks and professions, library provisions are hopelessly 
and miserably inadequate we cannot resist the impres-- 
sion that a recognition of libraries as agencies of 
education and culture is yet to dawn on our civic,. 
educational and public authorities. While all other 
countries have made, and are rapidly making consider-- 
able progress in providing ‘well-equipped well-adminis- 
tered institutional and free public libraries, we have 
- accomplished almost nothing. I am not speaking of 
. the illiterate masses of our country, for, mass educa~ 
tion, to our utter disgrace, is yet unknown amongst 
us, but even schooled and educated people have 
had no contact with a progressive and efficient 
library. system and know nothing of its functions or 
facilities. f 
It is almost pathetic to observe the complacent: 
attitude with which educational institutions, public 
and local authorities exhibit wretched little rooms 
called libraries with an irregular array of closed shelves. 
which have long since become cemeteries of old and 
forgotten books, and the so-called librarian staring in 
blank innocence at the questioning ‘investigator! How 
could he help? He isinnocent of anything called 
library-planning, book-selection, budget-proportions,. 
needs and requirements of his clientele, book classifica- 
tion or cataloguing, and perhaps he has never heard of 
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zeference and bibliographical work ,or information 
Service, ` 

The much too common idea that libraries are 
c<ommodious and comfortable buildings where a few 
would-be-intellectuals waste their time reading high- 
brow literature, when they would be better employed 
elsewhere, is the kind of idea which is all too prevalent. 
And so long as it is so, the library movement shall have 
hardly any future. Countries with any pretensions to 
be called civilised and progressive are rapidly develo- 
ping adequate library services for their people, not as 
luxuries, but because they have come to realise that 
they are essential to progess, to prepare and sustain 
them in their struggle for existence. To bring about 
this essential realisation is the first aim of all others 
that we stand for. 

Not only is the trained librarion essential to survey 
the book needs of the people but he is still more indis- 
pensable in the subsequent management of the library 
service. If it is recognised that libraries have their 
place as a part of a nation’s or a community's provision 
of educational opportunities, they can no longer be 
regarded merely as repositories for books nor can 
librarians any longer remain content to be merely 
“keepers' of books. Books do not circulate themselves ; 
the chief function of the librarian is to see to it that 
ibooks do circulate and if a librarian do not know how 
to see to it, it is as good as his not being there. 


Schooling whether in the elementary or in the 
secondary standard as in our country, and as a matter 
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‘of that in all countries, has its own limitations. It was: 
at one. time thought that the world would be saved by 
imparting literacy and training in a certain syllabus in. 
schools. This view did not work, for it tended to. 
preserve the status quo by an education for a static 
society. To-day education is recognised as a life-long: 
< process and cannot, or should not, be. brought to a 
close by examinations and the conferment of diplomas. 
and certificates. Building up of a nation to-day depends 
on the recognition by the public of libraries as educa- 
tional institutions which continue informally the work 
begun formally in schools and continued in colleges. 
and universities ; it depends on the cultivation of right 
attitudes and a proper. sensitiveness to the need. It 
is not enough to train students to, read the printed 
page. What is needed isto train. them to read with. 
discrimination and understanding, to cultivate the 
inquiring mind which is something that our formal. 
education cannot achieve. It is through this and 
nothing else that the demand for use of libraies can be 
aroused. < 

The development of libraries is a MA of the 
progressive development of education in a progressive 
society ; libraries mean much more than. buildings or 
rooms for the keeping of books and since their purpose 
is educational and cultural, those in charge of them 
must have that training which will enable | 
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-with all other institutions for informal education— 
adult education, education of the illiterate, broadcast- 
ing and even moving pictures. It is only then that 
libraries can assume its rightful place as an agency for 
the adaptation of culture to the' changing world in 
which we live, and for the developments of that 
intelligence and insight into the social, political and 
-economic problems which alone can make the preserva- 
‘tion of a progressive society possible | 

If that be our aim, and our aim is nothing short of 
‘that; how are we going to achieve it? We have in the 
“province now quite a fair number of libraries of all 
sorts and varieties and their number is not far below 
the proportion .of literacy, in the province. Besides 
-school and college libraries which are provided for in 
accordance with the school and college codes of 
‘Calcutta University, there are small urban-and rural 
libraries distributed all over the province. But all 
these are called libraries merely by courtesy. Ina 
Jecture delivered before the Calcutta Rotarians I 
pointed out that even in our metropolis the large 
majority of libraries receiving grants from the Corpora- 
‘tion of Calcutta were libraries merely in name and 
that the municipal authorities were pursuing a policy 
of aimless drift. It is obvious that under the circums- 
tances our first step should be to improve these already 
existing libraries by impressing on the library authori- 
ties the. immediate need of improvement if they are 
intended at all to serve any real purpose. 

I shall first take up the question of school and 
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college” libraries which are under the control more or 
less of one or more central organisation or organisa- 
tions. I do not propose to go into the | details of the 
‘steps that are necessary to improve ‘the conditions 
and requirements of these libraries, as you shall have 
an opportunity to discuss them in amore elaborate 
“manner at this Conference, but I cannot help laying 
down the main principles on which any proposal for 
reorganisation should be based, - 

Under the existing. school and college codes each 
school and college is required to maintain a library, and 
respective inspectors are expected to see that a certain 
standard of library provisions is maintained. Allow 
me to submit at once that the standard is miserably 
low and is laid down almost in ignorance of what a 
school and college library should aim at. Of course 
these libraries must provide for their own syllabuses 
of sudies, but they are expected to provide much more 
than this,’ if the education they aim at is to have any 
‘purpose and significance at’ all. They must be ina 
position to build up first, a reading habit, second, a 
library consciousness and third, and the most important, 
a spirit of inquiry amongst students. Our existing 
school and collage libraries do none of these. In fact 
they are, by their planning and equipment, not ina 
position to do any of these. Our school and college 
authorities have not given their libraries the due place 
they deserve. Often the libraries are housed in the 
darkest and dampest halls and rooms, book provisions 
are most inadequate, books are selected and purchased 
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| without any aim or process, administration is run or- 
more or less traditional methods, catalogues are most 
inadequate and unscientific, hours are so crowded and’ 
syllabuses so heavy that students have no time, nor are 
they encouraged to use the library whichis most uhin- > 
viting, and the librarian who is nothing better than a 
mere clerk cannot give any advice or guidance to the 
readers. Obviously the first step towards improvement 
should be to have trained librarians with good generał 
education and with status, power and pay of teachers 
and lectures, as “the case may be, placed in charge 
of libraries, rooms, ‘halls and. equipments of which 
have. been planned and designed for the purpose. 
What is needed is first of alla change in the outlook 
of our school and college authorities, and’ the rest, 
with a trained librarian at the ‘head of affairs; are- sure 
to follow. The question of finance which “comes 
teadily to our authorities seems more to reflect their 
own traditional ignorance of the functions and facilities 
of a well-organised library than-a real handicap. If 
our authorities think it essential to make provision’ for 
class rooms and laboratories it is no excuse why they 
should not think it equally essential to make similar 
provisions for libraries ; if they can pay teachers there 
is no reason why they should not think it necessary 
to similary pay librarians as well; if they think that 
\tuition and lectures are essential it is difficult to 
understand why they should not think of adequate 
book provisions and necessary library equipments 
‘as equally essential. It is almost ridiculous to hold, of 
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+ our school and caller authorities do even now, that 
libraries arid librarians have an insignificant part to 
play in the education imparted by schools and colleges, 
.or how is’ it that even where trained and qualified 
-librarians are available, authorities insist that they 
should work under the guidance and at the dictation of 
men knowing nothing of libraries and librarianship. ! 
' Here is therefore an important “item of work for 
the Bengal Library Association. It is’not merely to 
help to. change the outlook of the’ authorities con- 
cerned’; more important it is to prepare schemes work- 
able within the limited resources at the disposal of 
our schools and colleges and get round the respective 
_ authorities to put them, into effect. It will be for us 
to: demonstrate that it is not so much a question of 
finance as it is of our traditional apathy towards and 
distrust of progressive measures. Happily for us. a 
‘first. step towards :improving our college libraries is 
now under consideration of the authorities of Calcutta 
University., At the invitation of the University, I 
submitted sometime age, the draft of an abridged 
cataloguing code and a code of library administration 
for uniform adoption by all colleges and institutions of 
collegiate standard, affiliated to the University of 
Calcutta. I also submitted a scheme for instituting, 
at least as a temporary measure, a diploma course of 
training in librarianship mainly with a view to train 
college librarians, under the auspices of the University. 
It would be possible under the scheme to have trained 
librarians and library assistants in all -our college 
3 7 
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libraries in about five or six years’ time, and provided 
the libraries are prepared to follow the administrative 
code referred to above, we may look forward to a date 
not very distant when we shall have a fairly good 
college library service throughout the province. But 
all depend on the attitude the University proposes to 
take towards the scheme and on how they are finally 
adopted. We can only hope for the best. I wish 
some such steps were taken by oyr school authorities 
as well. The future of secondary education in our 
province is now on the legislative anvil, and nobody 
knows who are going to control its destinies; but 
whoever does it must recognise that any scheme or 
proposal for reform of our secondary education must 
` take into consideration the question of school libraries 
as one of its most important items. In a sense, planning 
and administering a school library is often more 
difficult than those of college and other adult libraries 
owing to gradations involved in. the composition of a 
school clientele. But that is a matter of detail which 
can best be tackled by teachers and librarians putting 
: their heads together. 

Primary education in rural and small urban areas is 
getting a slow start in some parts of our country, and 
itis just the time when those in authority should also 
start thinking of having a small and modest children’s 
library attached to each school. These children’s 
libraries should consist of a very small number of 
well-chosen illustrated books, but more of illustrations, 
charts, local maps and diagrams and some items of 
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indoor games, to be read and used by the teacher along 
with the boys and girls. In those city and municipal 
areas where local authorities have already taken up 
primary education as one of their civic duties, as in 
Calcutta' and Chittagong, a children’s library should 
form an essential part of each and every primary school. 
The financial amount involved is almost negligible: a 
book-budget of fifty rupees per year, and a teacher 
with a short-term training in the methods of librarian- 
ship and child education will enable a city primary 
school library start going. The question can be tackled 
in a still fuller manner in Calcutta where the Education 
Department run a'number of Model Primary Schools. 
I suggested in my Rotary Club lecture, already referred 
to, that these Model Schools should have each attached 
to it a model children’s library with a whole-time and 
trained teacher-librarian placed in charge, and housed 
ina big room with model equipments and with adequate 
provisions of well-chosen books and charts and illustra- 
tive materials. For the Corporation of Calcutta such 
a provision is not difficult to make; what is required 
is only the will to do so. 

But the most important item of work for the Bengal 
Library Association will be, yet for years to come, to 
educate public opinion and to educate our masters of 
government and public authorities in-favour of .Free 
Public Libraries. We must advocate and work for the 
establishment of free libraries. We want the public 
to be convinced that free public libraries where people 
can go and read at will at their own expense are as 
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much a social necessity as any other amenities and 
privileges of civilized social life, We hope eventually 
to see them established by the State, the municipalities, ` 
local district and village authorities either indepen- 
dently or in co-operation, all finally knit into a co- 
ordinated free public library service. We want to see 
legislation on the Statute Book fostering their establish- 
ment and their participation in a country-wide, service. 
We hold that this legislation should be permissive ; it 
should not thrust on local communities services which 
they do not want, and expenses which they are not 
prepared to bear. We therefore conceive our task, so: 
far as this item is concerned, to be one of public 
education. : 

In respect of any future scheme for provision of 
free public libraries in our province, Calcutta can 
claim a special consideration, but as I already outlined 
in my Rotary Club Address a scheme which is now 
being discussed, I would like to offer no comments at 
this stage. I know I have indirectly had to attack 
vested interestes, and it is only likely that there is and. 
will be oposition. But I am sure, there is no other 
way. I beg of you to consider the matter in a 
dispassionate manner, and give your verdict after 
serious thought. 

As for mofussil municipal authorities, our main. 
task’ is to make them understand and accept the 
principle that establishment and maintenance of free 
public libraries is a municipal liablity, and one of their 
foremost liablities. Some municipalities do at present. 
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make grants to libraries which are mostly run on 
subscriptions: but the less said about these so called 
libraries the better, and the basic principle of 
subscription libraries cuts at the very rcot of the 
aims and objects of a library service. I know of not 
one municipal public library that is worth its name, 
to our shame and disgrace. I am conscious that many 
municipalities carry on a precarious financial existence 
but there is quite a fair number that is in a position to 
make an immediate start if they only will. Details 
of a standard scheme of free municipal libraries, in two 
or three grades, can easily be worked out by the 
Bengal Library Association; and as there is no legal 
bar for municipalities incurring expenditure for establsh- 
ment and maintenance of libraries within their municipul 
limits, it is not apprehended that there can be any 
very great difficulty in gradually giving effect to the 
scheme, atleast in those municipalities that are 
comparatively well off. The next step will of course 
be to have a legislation on the Statue Book permitting 
municipalities to levy a library rate on the people 
living within their jurisdiction. But even under existing 
‘position, a start can be and should be made. Imagine 
a town like Dacca or Chittagong without having a 
Library belonging to the people, a place where they 
can go at will and read and learn and enjoy any 
book they like, at their own expense and maintained 
for their benefit. Many municipalities are now opening 
parks, gardens and open spaces for citizens, but they 
‘should also remember that “‘open libraries are as 
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essential to health of mind, as open spaces to health of 
body.” 

To come to urban and rural libraries let me tell 
you at the outest that no improvement of these libraries 
is possible without a recognition of the liablity in this 
respect of our district and union boards, and without 
at least a permissive legislation. The Bengal Library 
Association has been successful to this extent that 
there is now no legal bar to these boards incurring 
expenditure in respect of libraries, and a small number 
of district and union boards are already taking 
advantage of this position. But this is hardly enough. 
As in other respects so inthis as well, our first duty 
will be to create and foster a strong public opinion in 
favour of free public libraries with travelling book-carts 
or vans and delivery stations to cover out-of-the-way 
and distant corners. The district and union boards 
must first recognise the establishment and maintenance 
of a free library service as one‘ of their primary 
liabilities and until and unless this social cosciousness 
is aroused, the library movement can have hardly 
any future. | 

It is evident that so much of spade work is yet to 
be done. There is no good in deluding ourselves into 
the belief that we have made a considerable head way. 
No, not very much yet. We have just made a start, 
and unless and until the University, College and School 
libraries are knit together in a graded and connected 
sequence from bottom to top, unless and until 
municipal, urban and village libraries are recognised 
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as municipal and loca} liabilities of a primary character, 
‘ unless and until all libraries are brought into existence 
to serve a common aim and purpose, all talk of library 
co-operation and co-ordination willbe mere moonshine, 
merely building castles in the air. You cannot build 
a super-structure where the foundations is weak and 
the structure exists only in drawing. 

What we can do now is to create public opinion 
on the one hand, and survey existing conditions, 
actual needs and requirements and lay them before the 
public in its nakedness. That will be enough to rouse 
our sleeping consciousness. A ‘very good and useful 
work has been undertaken by the Bengal Library 
Association—the preparation of a library directory of 
the province. May I suggest that we should include 
in that directory not only the names and addresses of 
existing libraries of a district, but add also the popula- 
tion strength of the district with its area in square 
miles, its literacy percentage, and a map of the district 
showing the location of existing. libraries? This will 
help to lay down the foundation of any future survey 
of library provisions of the district. 

One more thing we are now ina position to do; 
that is to give technical guidance and advice to the 
existing libraries to improve their institutions as far as 
possible within their means. This can be done by 
asking them to get their paid or honorary librarians 
trained, and once they are trained they will not only 
_ be able to understand the situation better but will also 

add strength to our elbows. Along with the question 
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of training in library management and administration 
must also come the question of the adoption of a 
uniform book-classification scheme, cataloguing and 
administrative code. The matter will come up for 
‘discussion in detail at the concluding session of this 
Conference. I would beg of you to realise that this 
matter is a very important one, and if you would kindly 
take a long view of things, you would understand that 
unless this is immediately taken in hand, a time will 
come when we shall have to repent and do the whole 
thing over again. 

Of other items of work that are already in hand of 
the Bengal Library Association, I purposely make no 
mention, as most of you know them already. I wish 
the Association success in all their endeavours, specially 
in their work of issuing periodical lists of selected 
books. Only I wish we could make it a monthly 
business which is not at all difficult to do, finance 
permitting and publishers co-operating. 

The work before us is one of first magnitude ; it 
is all up-hill task of making a people library-conscious, 
of.make unwilling authorities bend, of troubling the 
stolid complacence of those who sit over us, of making 
known what really the functions and facilities of a 
well-organised and well-administered libraries are. And 
how are we going to doit? By our earnestness, our 
whole-hearted devotion to the cause, our sincerity of 
purpose, our unceasing endeavours, our willing and 
ungrudging co-operation. I appeal to you all to give 
the cause your best, to join your hands with us, to 
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strengthen us by whatever means you can, and to share 
with us the labour of love that we have all willingly 
taken up on our shoulders. 


Midinapore Conference 
RECOMMENDATIONS `` 


The Presidential address of Dr. Ray gave a survey 
of existing library conditions of the province anda 
tough sketch of the lines along which a broad-based 
and co-ordinated library service for the whole province 
can gradually be reared up slowly but steadily. The 
main items that featured in his address were those of : 

(1) Publicity and propaganda work to make our 
people realise the necessity of an organised library 
service. 

(2) Working out of a practicable school library 
scheme to be scrutinised by an expert sub-committee. 

(3) Library Survey work. 

(4) Training in Librarianship. 

(5) The Bengal Library Association maintainnig an 
efficient Book-Selection and Information Service and | 
finally, 

(6) A movement in favour of free public libraries 
to be organised and maintained by the state, municipal, 
-district and rural bodies. 
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'Like the last year’s Calcutta Conference, the Midna- 
pur Conference was alsoa planned one. The major 
topics that were discussed at the Conference related 
themselves to : ' 

(1) School and College Libraries 

(2) Library Survey Work 

(3) Urban and Rural Library Service 

(4) Uniform Cataloguing, Classification and Admi- 
nistrative practice for the province. 


1. School and College Libraries. 


Mr. Anath Nath Basu, on behalf of the School and 
College Libraries Standing Committee of the Associa- 
tion presented first a survey of existing conditions of 
our School Libraries, and then suggested a detailed 
scheme for improvement of existing codditions. The 
Inspector of Schools, Midnapur district and the Head- 
masterof the Town-School, Midnapur, participated in 
the discussion that followed. The sense of the dis- 
cussion may be resolved as follows: 

(a) The Conference generally approves of 
the scheme of Mr. Basu and recomends its 
adoption. = 

(b) That the scheme along with a model plan 
and estimate of approximate non-recurring and 
recurring expenditure be published by the Asso-- 
ciation, and distributed to be the members of the 
Association and to the Headmasters of Schools. 

(c) That the Department of Education, 
Goverment of Bengal and the University of 
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Calcutta be approached to give the scheme their 
approval and ask the schools for their adoption. 
As for the College Libraries, the president on behalf 
of the University of Calcutta informed the Conference 
that a scheme drawn up by him as University Librarian, 
was at that time under consideration by the University. 
He gave an idea of the scheme, and the sense of the 
Conference was 
That the University should be addressed to 
by the Secretary of the Association urging on 
them to take up the matter without delay and 
give effect to the scheme. 


2. Library Survey. 


Mr. Pulin Krishna Chatterjee, on behalf of the 
Library Survey Standing Committee gave an account 
the work done during the year, and suggested a plan 
for the next year’s work. A short discussion followed 
in which Messrs Sukhen Chatterjee, Anath Bandhu 
Datta and Tincori Dutta took part. The Conference 
seemed to recommend to the Council that : 

, (1) Survey work be proceeded with as quick- 
ly as: possible, and that atleast two districts be 
taken up for next year’s work. 

(2) That the work on the proposed Directory 
of Libraries in Bengal be expedited and that the 
said Directory should also contain a map for 
each district showing the locations of existing 
libraries, and giving the number of population, 
percentage of literacy and the area of the district. 


( 44 ) 


(3) That attempts be made to create public 
opinion in Calcutta in favour of a Corporation 
Free Public Library Service. The Association 
should also undertake to formulate a graduated 
scheme of the proposed service taking into 
account the uses and interests of existing library 
provisions in Calcutta. 


3. Urban and Rural Libraries. 


Papers and Discussions on this topic left the im- 
pression on the Conference that: 

(a) Some preliminary survey work is necess- 
ary before any well-thought out scheme of urban 
and rural library service could be prepared. 

(b) In the meanwhile the Association should 
make attempts to create public opinion in the 
countryside in favour of free urban and rural 
library service in co-operation with existing 
libraries. 

(c) Representations may also be made to 
municipal and district authorities urging on them 
the maintainance of a free library service as 
primary municipal and rural liability. 

(d) District and municipal authorities that 
are financially well-off (such as Midnapur) may 
be approached to recognise the maintenance of 
a free library service including a travelling ibrary 
service as an immediate liability, and give an early 
effect to it. 


\ 


4. Uniform Cataloguing, Classification and Adminis- 
trative practice for the province. . 
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The President moved from the Chair for the adoption. 
of a uniform cataloguing, classification and administra- 
tion practice through out the province. A number of 
delegates and visitors participated in the discussion 
that followed. It was indicated that the Conference _ 
(a) Favoured the adoption of an uniform 
practice for the whole province. 
With a view to that the Council of 
the Association may undertake to formulate (i) a 
cataloguing code more or less on the lines of the 
Anglo-American code; (ii) a classification scheme 
both in English and Bengali, on the lines of the 
Dewey’s Decimel scheme, but with special ‘refer-. 
ence to Indian and Oriental subjects, and (iii) an. 
administrative code. All these should be published 
by the Association and the institutional members 
atleast at the first instance should be asked to 
adopt them. i 


Midnapur Conference | 
LIBRARIES IN MIDNAPORE DISTRICT’ 
By 
NRIPENDRANARATAN Som 
Secretary, Midnapcre Public Inbrary 


In the history of library-organisation in Bengal, 
Midnapore occupies a pre-eminent position being the 
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first mofussil town to have a public library. The 
Midnapore Public Library was established as far back 
as 1855, or two years after the first public libraries had 
been set up in England by the Parliamentary Act of 
1850. This library has continued its existence for more 
than eighty years, and ever since its re-organisation 
in June last year, it has been trying to follow an 
enlightened policy inspired by its President the present 
District Magistrate of Midnapore. It has a fine collec- 
tion of books—English and Bengali—representing all 
types of literature : history, biography, criticism, poetry, 
novel etc., and it subscribes to periodicals and daily 
papers for the benefit of its members. The Midnapore 
Municipality has undertaken to keep its building in 
good repairs, and the District Board has been paying 
a monthly grant-in-aid of Rs. 60/- from January, 1938. 

In the district as a whole, however, the growth of 
libraries has been rather slow. To-day there are only 
43 libraries which are distributed as follows : 


Tamluk Sub-division ae SAE libraries 
Ghatal a 
Sadar ( North ) 
Sadar ( South ) 
Jhargram 
Contai 


An PN OO 


Of these, nine are free libraries. 

A survey of the conditions of the libraries in the 
district was held between the middle of January and 
February 1938 and the following facts were collected : 
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Most of the libraries have small stock of books, 
—cataloguing and classification of books are unknown, 
while many have no properly constituted committees 
of management. These libraries do not follow any 
reliable list for book-selection and make no attempts 
at creating demands for books. They seem to be 
content with a day-to-day existence, without any 
purpose, and making no effort to get. their stook 
used. As a rule, fiction preponderates, and a rapid 
circulation of this type of literature is almost a 
universial feature. The bigger libraries have on an 
average 30 to 40 subscribers on their rolls, the rates 
of subscription ranging between the maximum of 
Rs. 1/-and the minimum of as. -/5/-. Except the 
B. N. R Indian Institute Library at Kharagpur, no 
other mofussil libraries have got paid librarians. The 
library at Khirpai in Ghatal sub-division is perhaps. 
the only institution in the mofussil to receive a grant- 
in-aid from the local municipality. 

_ From the point of collection of books, the B. N. R. 
Indian Institute Library at Kharagpur with as many 
as 19417 volumes in her stook will stand first, followed 
by the Beams and Wilson Library of Ghatal with 2600 

‘volumes, Contai Club Library with 1784 volumes, 
Irphala Institution Library with 1442 volumes and 
Gopalnagar Sadharan Pathagar in Tamluk Sub-division 
with 1085 volumes. In all these libraries all types of 
literature are available, fiction ranging the highest. Of 
_ the free libraries, the Ramkrishna Mission Sevasram 

„Library in Tamluk town has got a stock of 1514: 
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volumes and Mugberia Gangadhar Memorial Association 
Library 1226 volumes. The smallest stock of books is 
to be seén in the Panskura Popular Club Library. 

The condition of these rural and urban libraries 
cannot be’ improved without a well-planned library 
schme for the district. Recently a District Library - 
Association has been formed with the object of co- 
ordinating the activities of the libraries in the district, 
helping the libraries with “suggestions and practical 
guidance for their improvement and arranging for the 
training of local library workers in modern methods 
of library administration. The Association may also 
launch upon a travelling library scheme in the near 
future. What is now wanted is to make the people 
library-minded by means of regular and continious 
propaganda work. The Association has prepared 
some charts for the present Library Exhibition to 
propagate the library movement. Let the representa- 
tives of the libraries of the district who have come 
to this session of the Bengal Library Conference 
consider the suggestions for the improvement of the 
libraries given in the various charts and posters 
shown at this Exhibition. The chief concern of a 
library is to find a reader for every book and a book: 
for every reader. A library is not worth the name 
if it cannot create a taste for reading, if it holds no 
scrutiny of the wants of its clientele and doesnot 
try to supply the wants. The first item in the re- 
organisation of the libraries is the provision of trained 
librarians and library workers. 
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With the formation of the District Association, 
it may be expected that arrangements of regular 
inspection of libraries in the district will be possible. 
The District Association will also try to improve the 
inadequate financial resources of the village libraries. 
by securing them grants from the Municipalities and- 
the District Board. 

A modern library aims at producing a better 
and more richly cultivated citizen and it will be the 
fault of the people if their library is not a centre of 
force and light radiating its influence over the life 
and. work of the community. 

\ ` 


MUNICIPAL AND DISTRICT LIBRARY 
SERVICE SCHEMES | 
(a) A FREE MUNICIPAL LIBRARY SERVICE FOR CALCUTTA 


“Since the re-organisation of the Bengal Library 
Assocjation in 1935, the Association has been clamour- 
ing for a Free Municipal Library Service for Calcutta. 
On several occasions, in the press and from different 
platforms, different members of the executive of the 
Association voiced their opinions on the subject and 
tried to impress upon our city-fathers and on the 
citizens about the establishment and maintenance of 
a free library service asa primary civic liability. The 
lead in this matter was taken by Mr. W. C. 
Wordsworth and Dr. Niharranjan Ray, and it was 
the latter’s Rotary Club address on the subject and 
Mr. W. C. Wordsworth’'s exhortations from different 
platfroms that brought the matter to public attention. 
As a result the subject was placed by Mr. D. C. Ghose, 
Councillor, Corporation of Calcutta, before the Estates 
& General Purposes Standing Committee of the Corpo- 
ration, and the Association was invited to submit a 
scheme in that connection. The following communica- 
tion embodying a scheme was addressed to the Secretary, 
Corporation of Calcutta on 15 th. August, 1935. 

“At the last Annual General Meeting of the Associa- 
tion held at the Asutosh Building, The University, 
Calcutta, on July, 24th last, the Bengal Library Associa- 
tion resolved :— 
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That this Association whole-heartedly 
supports the move on the part of some 
Councillors of the Calcutta Corportion for the 
establishment of a Central Municipal Library . 
and hopes that the Corporation ‘would take 
necessary steps for its early realisation. 

“The Executive Committee of the Association agree 
in general with the statements as contained in your 
note to Mr. D. C. Ghose, especially where you say 
that the Municpal Central Library should not be a 
duplication of the existing libraries in Calcutta, and 
that it must satisfy certain definite needs, that it must 
be started with this definite end in view, that it must 
not lose its distinctive character, wz. that of a 
Corporation Library. They also agree with you when 
you do not consider the Town Hall to be a convenient 
place to house the proposed Library and add that this 
should be located in a more centrally situated place. 

“You want from our Association a scheme regarding 
the proposed Central Municipal Library. As we 
envisage a Municipal Library Serviee for Calcutta and 
not merely a Central Municipal Library, we beg 
leave to forward herewith a scheme in two parts: 
(I) A Municipal Library Service for Calcutta, 
(It) A Central Municipal Library for Calcutta. 
We appreciate that the Corporation may not be able 
to give immediate effect to the entire scheme as laid 
down under Part One, but at the same time we cannot 
help holding that the qnestion of the establishment of 
a Central Municipal Library is inseparably linked up 
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with the larger question of having a free Municipal 
Library Service for the city. If we start with a Central 
Library as the centre of a circle we should also at the 
same time keep before our vision its circumference so 
far as it is possible to visualise at the present moment.. 
Moreover, we do not think that the Corporation should: 
remain content with the establishment only of a Central. 
Library for a large city like Calcutta without at the 
same time envisaging its steady growth into a full- 
fledged municipal library sevvice that would include 
within its arena of work the steadily widening bounda- 
ties of the city.” The Central Municipal Library, we 
maintain, must be established with that end, however 
remote, in view. Of course we are conscious, that this 
end can be reached only in slow and graduated stages ; 
it may take five, ten or twenty years, but that must be 
the vision to strive for. As Part One of our scheme is. 
not immediately called for to be put into effect, we 
propose to lay it before you only in its barest outline,, 
leaving the details to be worked out as occasion arises. 


“PART ONE 


(a) A Central Municipal Library situated in a 

central position of the city (for details see Part Two). 

“(b) Four District Municipal Libraries in the four 
districts into which the City is divided at present. 

“These four District Municipal libraries should come- 
into existence within eight years of the establishment 
of the Central Municipal Library, one every two years. 
at the least. 
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"In every district, there is at present some sub- 
scription or institutional libraries, fairly well-equipped 
so far as their book-resources are concerned, and almost 
all of them receive annual grants from the Corporation. 
The Corporation can, with their organised library plan, 
approach these libraries, and ask them to merge or 
take them over in lieu of a consolidated amount, into 
their proposed scheme of Municipal Library Service. 
‘That the suggestion is not impracticable will be evident 
when it is considered that the Corporation pursued 

more or less the the same policy in the extension of 
` their Primary Education Scheme. Most of these 
libraries maintain a precarious existence just as the 
private &chools did, and it is not mere moonshine to 
‘imagine that they will be too eager to join the scheme. 

“Roughly estimated, such a district library would 
demand for a capital expenditure of Rs. 15,000 anda 
recurring annual expenditure of Rs. 10,000. This does 
not of course include the important item of the provision . 
for the library building which has to be found, to begin 
with, in one of the Corporation’s own buildings in the 
district or in the building of any of the libraries joining 
the scheme or in a rented house centrally situated in 
the district. The last case would involve an additional 
annual recurring expenditure of about Rs. 3,000. 

“(c) 27 Municipal Ward Libraries in the 32 Wards 
in which the four districts of Calcutta are divided, the 
five Wards in which the Central and the four District 
Libraries, are located being excluded. 

“These Ward Libraries should come into existence 
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at least within ten years of the establishment of the 
respective District Libraries, and attempts can profi- 
tably be made to bring them into existence in the same 
manner as outlined for the District Libraries. 


“Roughly estimated, a Ward Library would demand 
a capital expenditure of Rs. 5,000, and a recurring | 
annual expenditure of Rs. 4,000, excluding the item 
of housing the library. 


‘(d) When formed each District Library should 
have (1) A Reference Section with a Reading Room ; 
(2) A Newspaper and Periodicals Section; (3) A . 
Lending Section; (4) A Juvenile Section and (5) A 
Lecture or Meeting Room of moderate size. 


“Each Ward Library should have (1) A small Re- 
ference Section with a Reading Room ; (2) A Lending 
Section; (3) A small Juvenile Section; and (4) A 
small Newspaper Reading Room. 


“According to the scheme laid down here, the entire 
Municipal Library Service may be brought into 
existence in eighteen or twenty years at the most and 
a complete full-fledged free library service for Calcutta 
would entail a recurring annual expenditure of not 
more than two lakhs of rupees. 


“(e) The Central Municipal Library shall be the 
authority to co-ordinate the activities, administration 
and organisation of the District and Ward Libraries. 
The Central Library shall also feed the District and 
Ward Libraries whenever necessary. There shall be 
inter-leading and inter-borrowing among the Central, 
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District and Ward Libraries, but this should be done 
only through the Central Library. 

“() The Corporation must insist on appointing as 
Librarians and Assistants only those who have received 
recognised course of training in the profession. 


“PART TWO 
"Central Municipal Library 


“(1) Location—Doubtless the Central Library 
should be located in a centrally situated place, within not 
more than 3 or 4 minutes walk from Tram or ‘Bus 
line. As such, the Town Hall does not seem to us to be 
a suitable place for the purpose. Nor do we think, the 
library can be located in a portion of the Central Muni- 
cipal Buildings. We think a place near about the 
Wellington Square would serve the purpose best; and 
if the Corporation cannot find a building of their own, 
it would be better to locate the Library in a hired 
building suitable for the purpose. But it would be 
necessary sooner or later for the Library to have a 
building of its own planned and designed for the pur- 
pose. If, for the present, it be located in a hired 
building, the building should have (1) a big rectangular 
hall to accomodate the Reference Reading Room; (2) a 
large longitudinal hall to accomodate the Book Stack 
Room: (3) a big room for the Lending Section ; (4) a 
big room for the Juvenile Section; (5) a Lecture Hall ; 
(6) a -big room for the Newspaper and Periodicals 
Section ; and (7) Two rooms at least for office pur- 
poses. The building may be in two storeys, the Lending, 
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Juvenile and Newspaper Sections as well as the Lecture 
Hall occupying the ground floor,and the Reference Sec- 
‘tion; Stack Room, Offices etc., occupying the first floor. 


“(2) Basic Book-Stock. 


4 ts 


We understand that there is a total stock of about 
5,000 books in different deparments of the Corporation. 
It has been suggested that this stock may be made the 
basic book-stock of the proposed Central Library. 
We are afraid, the suggestion cannot be put into 
effect. We cannot speak of other deparments, but we 
presume that the book-stock of the Education Depart- 
ment is in the Teachers’ Training College for their 
. day-to-day work. The constant demand of books at 
the Departmental Office as well as at the Councillors’ 
Library which we presume is more of the nature of 
ready reference collection will necessitate both stocks 
to be retained at their present places. We therefore 
think that the present Corporation book stock cannot 
release more than 2,000 volumes at the most, for the 
proposed Central Library. 

“We think also that the basic stock should consist 
of at least 10,000 volumes. This stock can be built up 
in the following manner :— 


Vols. 
(a) From the existing Corporation stock 2,000 
(b) Gifts from outside 5,000 


{c) By purchase of more or less recent 
literature 3,000 


Total 10,000 
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“Gifts from outside is an usual form of acquisition, 
and we are confident that responsible officials approca- 
ching, private collectors of books may be induced to 
make full or partial gifts of their collections. 

“New purchases for the basic stock would entail a 
_ capital expenbiture of about Rs. 15,000. 


(3) Finance 
Capital expenditure. Rs. 
Book stock se See 15,000 
Furniture and other Ga Sasa sa 10,000 


l Total ... 25,000 

“Annual recurring expenditure 
(a) Staf :— Rs. 
Librarion (1) Rs. 200—20—-500 ... 200 
Assistant Librarian (1) Rs. 100—10—250 100 
Assistants (2) 50—5—150 iy 100 
Bearers and peons (4) Rs. 15—1/,—25 50 


Total Rs. 460x12 Rs. 5,520 


(b) Contingencies a ses 500 
(c) Books and periodicals “st ... 10,000 
(d) Bindings and replacements me 1,000 
(e) Furniture etc., sds i 600 
(f) House rent Rs. 500x12 ... ae 6,000 
23,620 

Roughly ... 24,000 


“The Corporation spends about Rs. 54,000 annually 
in awarding grants to libraries all over Calcutta. The 
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method and policy involved in the distribution of 
these grants have often been severely criticised. 
Without going into the merits and demerits of these- 
criticisms, we do think that there is here a case for 
restriction of this annual grants to outside libraries, and 
we are in favour of restricting this grant in a manner 
which the Corporation may think best. What the 
libraries would thus lose in grants may however be 
made good by the Corporation agreeing to offer book- 
service under certain conditions and this travelling 
book service should be arranged and organised by the 
Central Library. 


“(4) Staff. 


“The Librarian of the Central Municipal Library 
should be one possessing (1) high academic distinction, 
1. e., at least a Master’s Degree with first class distinc- 
tion, preferably in Literature, History, Politics or 
Economics; (2) Highest Diploma in Librarianship 
preferably with foreign training; and (3) Knowledge 
and experience of the machinery of administration of 
free municipal fibrary service including that of a 
Central Municipal Library. These qualifications are 
essential for an officer who will be called upon not 
only to organise the Central Library but also to put 
into effect the elaborate machinery of a Municipal 
Library Service. Considering these qualifications and : 
the nature of work he will be called upon to perform 
the minimum scale of pay that we can recommend for 
the Officer is Rs. 200—20—500. 
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The Assistant Librarian should at least be a graatude 
in arts or science with a recognised course of training 
in Librarianship. 

Library Assistants too should have some sort of 
recognised training in Librarianship. 


(5) Control and Supervision. 


The Central Library and later on, the entire 
Municipal Library Service shall be independent of any 
other existing departments of the Corporation and 
shall be under general control and supervision of a 
Library Standing Committee composed of Aldermen 
and Councillors, and at least three co-opted experts 
nominated from outside. 


. 


(t) RURAL LIBRARY SERVICE 


IN MIDNAPORE 
By 
B. R. Sun, District Magistrate § Collector, Midnapur 


Rural Library Service will from part of the general 
scheme of rural reconstruction drawn up for the 
district of Midnapore. For this purpose, adult educa- 
tion centres shall be started in all the areas where 
Village Societies have been formed, remembering 
of course the main principle ,that the enthusiasm of 
the villagers must ‘be aroused first before any work is 
actually undertaken. To run these-adult education 
centres effectively, it will be necessary to provide them 
with suitable books. These books will be read out to 
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the people in the villages by a band of workers carrying 
on rural uplift work. i 

For the rural library service programme, ae 
Midnapore Public Library will form the apex and will 
distribute books to the adult education centres. Books. 
for rural service will be specially purchased and stocked 
separately in the Midnapore Public Library. 


There will be centres at six regional branches 
corresponding to the areas of the six subdivisions of 
the district. The chief functions of the regional 
‘branches will be to supervise the activities of the 
adult education centres, to distribute books to them 
received from the Midnapare Public Library, to assist 
the workers connected with such centres and to 
organise travelling libraries for the villages where 
libraries do not exist. The regional branches will also 
see that a proper reading room is provided at each of 
the adult education centres. 

For distribution of books and for organisation 
of travelling libraries, boxes (length 13”, deptch 9 
and height 12’) will have to be prepared. The 
‘boxes will be supplied from the Midnapore Public 
Library. A box of that size will not cost more than 
Rs. 10/-. The travelling libraries will mainly concen- 
trate on villages which have no proper libraries but 
where local enthusiasm exists. Boxes of books will be 
sent round to these villages and left in charge of 
teachers or other responsible persons who will under- 
take to observe the rules made by the District Library 
Association. Boxes will also be sent round to Village 
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Libraries which undertake to arrange reading out of 
books to the adults. Along with the books, the boxes 
‘should contain a set of rules, an issue book, a monthly- 
teport card and a suggestion book. All books should 
be called back at the end of one month and checked. 
‘with the original list, and the box—properly locked and | 
sealed—shall be returned to the Besan of the 
regional branches. 
The expenditure involved in the scheme will be as. 
follows : 


Non-recurring (for five years). è 
Purchase of books .. Rs. 3,000/- 


Purchase of 20 boxes for 
each regional branch i. e. 





120 boxes in all oa Rs. 1000/- 
i Total Rs. 4000/- 
Recurring. 
(1) Transportation charges 
( distribution centre ) rP Rs. 700/-- 


(2) Pay of 6 clerks ( 4 for the outlying 

subdivisions and 2 for the Dist. 

Association ) with library training Š 

@ Rs. 20/-each per month PA Rs. 1440/-- 
(3) Pay of 6' peons @ Rs. 5/- p. m. NG Rs. 360/-- 
(4) Transportation charges for the 

regional centres to the village 


libraries should be borne locally. ... x 
(5) Binding and repair of books. ee Rs. 150/- 
{6) Purchase of books. a Rs. 350/- 





Total Rs. 3000/- 
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' Taking the average area ot subdivision of this 
district to be 800 sq. miles, it will be seen that the 
establishment of 30 adult education entres will be 
necessary in each area. To start with, 20 such centres 
may be formed in each subdivision. 


The entire scheme can be put into operation if the 
District Board agrees to pay Rs. 2500/- annually for 
five years for the expense of the six regional centres 
and a capital grant of Rs. 2500/~ to the Midnapur 
District Library Association for books and equipments 
for the distribution base. For other expenses the. 
village libraries must undertake to make themselves 
responsible. The question of a Departmental grant in 
aid of these village libraries will be seperately taken up 
with the Department. Union Boards must render un- 
grudging help. The Union Boards may be encouraged 
to make a grant-in-aid to the village libraries which are 
in existence in their areas and which will be organised 
‘by the Adult Education Committee. The District Board 
will have to finance the scheme atleast for five years 
after which part of the annual expenditure should be 
locally raised. 


I may point out here that when the establishment of 
county libraries was first takn up in England, the 
Carnegie Trust guaranteed both recurring and capital 
expenditure for each country library for a period of 
five years. Should the District Board find any difficulty 
in committing themselves to this recurring expenditure 
for five years, I would request the District Board to see 
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if they could not pay the total amount of Rs. 12,500/ 
(25005) in lump from their present savings. The 
money could be separately invested for the rural 
library service scheme by the Midnapur Public 
Library.* 


* The scheme has since been put into effect, thanks to the energy 
and devotion of Mr. B. R. Sen and the patronage of the District 
Board of Midnapore. Ed. B. L. A. Bulletin. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN BENGAL 


By 
Anata Naru BASU 31. a. (Lonp.) T. D. (Lox), 
Department of Pedagogy, Unwersity- of Calcutta 


School Libraries in this province may be devided 
into three categories corresponding to the three types 
of schools that we have here: (a) high school libraries, 
(b) middle school libraries and (e) primary school 
libraries. 

The University Regulations demand that every o 
recognised high school should have a library of its own 
and that it should spend at least sixty rupees per year 
on the library. There are about 1,300 high schools in- 
Bengal and so we can take it that there are in all about 
1,300 high school libraries in the province. With 
regard to middle schools whose number is just over 
two thousand, a simillar Government regulation exists ; 
but the scale of annual expenditure in the case of 
middle schools is rupees twenty-four only. I do not 
know’ of any similar regulation for primary schools : 
but to judge from experience and also by the financial 
condition of our primary schools it can be safely main- 
tained that unless exceptionally favoured very few 
primary scools in this province possess a library of any 
description whatsoever. . 


Matters Educational 


So far about the numerical strength of school 
libraries in Bengal. If we now examine the actual 
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condition of these Libraries the results will be extreme- 
ly discouraging. The majority of them can hardly be 
called libraries; often they are little more than miscel- 
laneous collections of unassorted books of little use - 
to any one, far less to the pupils for whom they are © 
intended. In many cases these collections owé their 
existence to gifts from generous patrons who no longer 
have any use for such books and who therefore make 
a present of them to any school which many care to 
have them. And their number swells year by year by 
the annual present of text-books from the publishers. 
Placed in one or two almirahs these books present 
quite a respectable look for a school library to the 
inquisitive eyes of the members of the inspectorate - 
who are more interested in the number of volumes 
than in their use. In fact a medley collection of old - 
and discarded books, a few musty volumes ‘of reference 
and presentation copies from publishers sprinkled with 
a few books bought (for the authorities 'are to be 
satisfied that the annual allotment for the library is 
being spent) at the passing fancy of the teachers and 
not always with an eye on the needs of their pupils, 
these constitute the average: school library in Bengal. 
And the books are seldom properly looked after. 
Behind the closed doors of the almirahs they offer a 
thriving ground for cockroaches: and bugs. In most 
cases the library- has no seperate room for. itself ; 
generally it occupies a corner in the office or at best 
in the common room. 
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Attitude of Apathy 


. As for the librarian, there is hardly any school that 
can boast of one. Often a teacher in his free periods 
works as the librarian or the overworked poor clerk of 
the school is placed in charge of the library. All sorts 
of difficulties are placed in the way of children using 
the library. In fact it would hardly be an exaggeration 
to say that they are not encouraged to use the library. 
When 4 teacher acts as the librarian it often happens 
that his free period does not coincide with the free 
period of the pupils; as a result when books are ready 
to be issued there is no one to take them. A free 
library period cannot be imagined far less organised. 
Another significant fact is that in almost every school 
library the shelves are closed, and children are not 
allowed free access to the books. Every one who 
knows anything about childmind knows the value of 
the openshelf system, specially for children. It is the 
only way to attract‘the children to books. Books like 
toys are to be handled before they can be enjoyed. But 
lest a few books would be lost or torn the door of the 
library is closed in the face of children eager to come in. 

Is it any wonder that our pupils do not cultivate 
proper reading habit, the only habit which can help 
them in later life to maintain and raise the standard of 
their cultural and intellectual life? And need we 
wonder that once a boy is grown up he does not care 
to read any thing but trash novels, penny-thrillers or 
sport and cinema magazines ? The present organisation 
of our school libraries only encourages their apathy 
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towards books in general (other than the text books) 
and specially towards books that could educate. Books 
which could attract and interest the children are 
conspicuous by their absence from the school library. 
There is no well-organised system of book advertise- 
ment (for we must remember that books are to be 
advertised just as any other thing), no specific en- 
couragment is given to the pupils to cultivate library- 
consciousness,and there is no well-planned guidance 


to lead the children to the realm of knowledge stored 
in the library. 


Evil System of Education 


I know the financial condition of our schools will 
be blamed for all these evils ; but poverty‘alone cannot 
explain everything. There is another deep-seated and 
basic cause: it is that our educational authorities have 
failed to realise the importdnce of libraries in the 
scheme of education of children. The fact is, that 
education with us still means instruction and instruction 
through text-books. We put too much emphasis on the 
use of text-books and yet how little they teach | 

Perhaps this has been the inevitablé result of the 
undue emphasis we place on.external examinations, 
An examination-riddén system encourages spoon-feeding 
and cramming. And cramming has been the crying 
evil of our educational system. Cramming discourages 
general knowledge and culture. So it is that our boys 
and girls after they come out of their schools are found 
to be sadly lacking in general knowledge and culture. 
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‘Culture is to be imbibed and not taught; and general 
knowledge is to be garnered by the children themselves. 
and not to be poured into them by teachers. Nor do 
general knowledge and culture readily lend themselves. 
to any system of competitive external éxamination. So 
long as we continue to measure our educational efforts. 
. by the results gained in external examinations, so long 
it will be difficult to remedy the evil of cramming and 
the resultant lack of general knowledge and culture 
among the products of our educational system. 


Responsibility of Schools 


But even if our system of examination is bad the 
schools cannot completely absolve themselves from 
their responsibilities in the matter. It is not their sole 
function to help the pupils to pass the examinations. 
They stand for education and not mere instruction. 
They have to develop character, initiative and 
independent thinking among their pupils, they have 
to teach them to form intellectual and emotional habits 
and their own values in life. And for these purposes 
the library is’an invaluable aid and there cannot be 
any substitute for it. Then again better than any 
other department of the school the library can help. 
them to save boys and girls from the more harmful 
eftects of the present examination system. 

Every progressive educational system has accepted 
that a good library is a primary essential to a well- 
equipped school. In fact it is as essential as text. 
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books. maps and charts, desks and benches, the 
laboratory or-the play-ground. It has a special place 
in the school as it has some specific functions to 
perform. Mr. Oliver Stanley, the President of the 
English Board of Education, in his foreword to a report 
on libraries in schools in England has referred to the 
three functions of a school library in the following 
words :— 

“First, it is the workshop of the school to which the 
«lass teachers can refer and where the pupils can find 
“material for their individual work. Secondly, it isa 
place where boys and girls can find new outlets for 
their interests and perhaps lay foundations of a life-long 
Jhobby in an attractive book on Art or Architecture, 
Music or Literature, Sport or Handicraft. Thirdly, 
it is a retreat where children can develop a taste for 
general reading guided perhaps by a wise and tactful 
librarian. We may perhaps sum up all these functions 
by saying that the library should be the centre of intel- 
‘lectual life for the whole school.” 

These words clearly indicate the place that the 
‘library should occupy in a school. Apart from these 
functions, in our country, libraries attached to the 
-primary schools have a special function to perform. 
‘We are planning a four-year primary course; we are 
hoping that four years’ compulsory schooling will lead 
to permanent literacy. But we must once for all realise 
that unless there is following up, this literacy will be 
a precarious possession; and in the uneducated and 
unintellectual atmosphere of.the average Indian village 
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there will always be a strong tendency for relapse into: 
‘illiteracy. The only way to combat the impending 
disaster is to organise libraries in primary schools which 
. will help their alumni to keep up a living touch with 
the world of letters. 


Suggestions for Improvements 


Having discussed the functions and the present 
position of school libraries in this province it now 
remains for me to make a few suggestions with regardi 
to their proper organisation and use. The very first 
thing that will be necessary is a change of attitude and’ 
out-look of those who are in charge of the school as 
well as the entire educational system. They must 
realise the importance of a library and treat it as am 
essential equipment and an integral part of a school. 
They should also see that there is a deeent initial’ 
outlay for equipping the library and the money 
budgetted annually is.wisely spent for the improvement 
of the library. 


Then arrangements should be made in every high 
school (and if possible in middle-schools too) to set 
apart a room for the library. If itis necessary to have 
a science-laboratory ora geography-room or a gymna- 
sium nobody should grudge a separate room for the 
library. | | 

A properly trained teacher-librarian should be 
placed in charge of the library and he should devote: 
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the major part ofhis time there, The ideal arrange- 
ment would have been to have a separate librarian ; 
but the existing financial conditions will not allow that. 
But it is necessary that the teacher who is placed in 
charge of the library is properly trained. He should 
not only know the psychology of the child-mind but - 
he should also be conversant with the science of library 
organisation, Management of school libraries should 
form a part of the curriculum for the training courses. 


Facilities to Students - 


The school library must be an attractive place to 
which children will go freely and where they will find 
pleasure and joy. For this the first thing necessary is 
to run the library on the open-shelf system. In spite 
of the obvious danger of losing a few books I am firmly 
convinced that if we are to attract the children to the 
books there is no other way. 

Then there must be proper selection and catalouging 
of books. Catalouging must be such as may be easily 
used by the pupils. For proper selection of books 
(which is always a difficult job specially for schools 
situated in out-of the-way places) there should be some 
central organisation. The Library Association and the 
Education Department can usefully co- operate in the 
matter. 

But all the above arrangements will be of no avail 
until and unless we can reorganise the school time-table 
and provide for free library periods for the proper use 
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of the library. There should at least one free period 
every week for every boy when he can freely work 
in the library. The library is to be the workshop for 
intellectual activities and it should be modelled and 
furnished as such. 


Peripatetic Library 


Unless there is marked improvement in the educa- 
tional finance in the province (and such improvement 
can hardly be expected in near future) the book- 
resources of individual school libraries will always 
leave much to be desired, and to remedy this defect 
I will suggest that every District Inspector of Schools 
should have a library which should serve as a central 
library for all schools in the area and specially middle 
and primary schools. There should also be some 
peripatetic libraries in charge of sub-inspectors of 
schools and district school boards to supplement the 
tesources of primary and middle school libraries. 
Peripatetic libraries have worked wonders in Baroda 
and there is no reason why they would not be equally 
successful in raising the intellectual and cultural level 
of the people and giving better tone to the work in the 
schools served by them. 

So far I have refrained from making any mention of a 
vital problem affecting school libraries, i. e., the problem 
of juvenile literature in Bengali. Juvenile literature in 
our language is extremely poor and this fact will always 
hamper the progress of education of our children. 
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Fortunately for us it is now attracting the attention 
-of the literateurs of the province and every year more 
- and more books suitable for. juvenile readers are being 
produced. And for the present they are sufficient 
for us to start with the reorganisation of our school 
libraries. The future of education in this province 
will largly depend on how we tackle the problem of 
.such reorganisation. * 


+ Being a survey report presented at the Bengal Library 
-Conference held at Midnapur, 1938. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
; 1938 
The Inaugural Session 


, The Inaugural Session of the Annual General Meet- 
ing of the Association was held at the Library Hall of 
the Royal Asiatic Sociery of Bengal on 21 July at 
4 P. M, and was presided over by Mr. Ramananda 
Chattopadhyaya, Editor, the Pravasi and the Modern 
Review. i 4 

After Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai had read 
out an address detailing the activities of the 
Association Mr. Ramananda Chattopadhyaya gave 
away the certificates to the successful candidates of the 
Second Summer Course of Training in librarianship 
organised and run by the Association. 

Mr. A. K. Chanda, M. A. (Oxon.), I. E. S. next 
spoke on “School Libraries” and Mr. Johan van Manen, 
General Secretary of the Royal Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, followed with a very informative talk on “Special 
libraries in Bengal.” Mr. A. K. Chanda regretted 
that in the scheme of education which obtained in the - 
province libraries played very little part. The system 
of education consisted in imparting information to 
students and testing tneir knowledge on that informa- 
tion. A student was not asked to study facts and build 
up his ideas based on those facts. In the circumstances 
so far school libraries were concerned he did not see 
much hope until there was brought about a new 
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outlook in the teachers. Till that was not done the 
school library movement would remain on papers only. 

Mr. van Manen said that Special libraries were of 
various kinds. They must be practical and selective 
and secondly they were to be of museum-type where 
any reference wanted must be avaliable and also of 
the archive-type where also any reference on any 
particular subject was available. There was, said Mr. 
van Manen, in Calcutta a special library of the 
archive-type known as the Gita Library where attempts 
were made to keep all books having anything to do 
with the Gita. 

Mr. D.C. Ghosh, Bar-at-law, next spoke on the 
need of a Free Municipal Library Service in Calcutta 

. and referred to a proposal that he had brought before 
the Corporation on the subject. 

Mr. Chattopadhyaya next delivered his Presidential 
address in course of which he eulogised at some length 
the activities of the Association. 

Srimati Sarala Debi Chaudhuri then proceeded to 
open the small Library Exhibition that had been 
organised in that connection at the premises of the 
Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal The exhibition was 
kept open for 3 days and there was an encouraging 
attendence. 


Address of Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai 


After welcoming the President, Kumar Munindra 
Deb Rai Mahasai in his inaugural address said : 


‘ 
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“You will no doubt be glad to hear that in addition 
to individual membership of the Association which 
‘has increased appreciably, the number of institutional 
members are also on the increase. Many colleges, 
‘schools, publishing houses and public libraries have 
joined hands with us. Of the Institutional members, 
T may be permitted to mention the Calcutta University, 
the Viswabharati, the National Council of Education, 
All Bengal Teacher’s Association, special institutions 
like the Sanskrit Sahitya Parishad, Mababodhi Society 
and Gouranga Vaisnab Sammilani. Almost all sections 
of the community have helped to make the Associa- 
tion a representative one. Even the book-sellers who 
had so long kept themselves aloof are now coming 
in as members. This is a hopeful sign and it augurs 
well for the future of the movement. 

“Since we met last, we had a Library Conferente 
and Exhibition at Midnaqur. Discussions at the Con- 
| ference centered round some selected topics such as 
Free Library Service and improvement of School 
‘Libraries. The Conference proved a success and local 
interest in the movement manifested itself in various 
ways. The success of the Conference was in no small 
measure due to the untiring, efforts of the District 
‘Officer, Mr. B. R. Sen, I. C. S. 

“Attempts are being made to add branches of the 
Association where none exists at present and I hope 
local library-minded people will ere long bestir them- 
selves in the matter. The development and success 
of the movement in the countryside depend te a great 
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extent ‘to the activities of the District Branches. I am. 
glad to find that in many districts District Officials are 
giving active support to non-official efforts in the. 
formation of district branches. o 

“Library survey work is another matter which is 
engaging our serious attention. Survey of libraries in 
Calcutta and Howrah were completed last year. 
Paucity of funds stood in the way of taking up survey 
work in the districts. Library survey is an important 
phase of the library movement. No planned action 
čan be taken without such survey. In Great Britain 
and other western countries, where library conditions. 
are far better that ours, survey of libraries are con- 
sidered essential for systematic work in the betterment 
of existing conditions. I should like to point out that 
both Government and local bodies should consider the 
survey work as one of primary importance. 
`. “A new feature has been added to the Council 
Meetings of the Association. At the close of each 
meeting, discourses are held on allied topics and since 
we met last year discussions were arranged on “Literary 
Market” “Juvenile literature” and “Library Legislation. 

“On the occasion of our last year’s Conference 
Mr. W. C. Wordsworth drew public attention to the 
want of municipal libraries in Calcutta. Qur energetic 
young Vice-President Dr. Nibar Ranjan Ray pressed 
forth the demand of having municipal free Library 
Service at a meeting of the Calcutta Rotary Club. Mr. 
Wordsworth’s articles in the “Statesman” and in the 
“Calcutta Municipal Gazette” helped to create public 
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demand for the starting of Municipal libraries by the 
Calcutta Corporation and I am glad to find that at 
the instance of Councillor Mr. Dhirendra Nath Ghosh, 
the Estates and General purposes Committee have 
taken up the idea in right earnest. 

“Our Library Training Class has won wide approba- 
tion and syllabus of studies were thoroughly revised 
in the Second Summer Course of Training in Librarian- 
ship held from 1st of May last at the Ashutosh College. 
Bhawanipore, and the period of training was increased 
by another ten “days. At the Terminal Examination. 
held in June last, 25 students came out successful to 
whom.diplomas will be distributed this afternoon. The 
training thus given by the Association will help in no 
small measure in the improvement of library service 
in the localities from which the candidates came. It 
should be noted that admission to the Training Class 
was restricted to library workers only, Our thanks 
are due to Mr. Anath Nath Basu of the Teachers, 
‘Training Department, Calcutta University, for awarding 
.a prize to the best boy. ' 

“In course of twelve months. the Association 
arranged two exhibitions, one at the Calcutta 
University and another at Midnapore both of which 
proved successful. Display of Library Exhibits and 
practical demonsration on Classification, Card Catalogu- 
ing and Book Display etc. gave the library-minded 
people a clear idea about library technique and 
administration which helped to arouse an yearning 
for such training and a desire for adoption of modern 
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scientific ‘methods in the libraries with which they 
are connected. | 

“In this connection, the active co-operation and 
help received from the E. I. R. Indian Institute, Lillooah 
and the Calcutta University deserve special mention. 


“I should like to suggest that with a view to 
popularise books and create a taste for reading, book- 
fairs may be organised as is done in western 
countries, 

“In order to encourage the publication of better 
type of books for children, it may be necessary at no 
distant date to offer substantial prize to writers of best 
books for children. 

“The Association library is gradually developing. 
Books on library economy, administration and other 
techniques are being added year after year. It is 
hoped that with the help of the Corporation of 
Calcutta backed by the co-operation of those interested 
in libraries.it will ere long attain the position of one 
of the best special libraries in library technique in the 
city. i 

“The starting of libraries in suitable localities where 
there is none is an important problem which requires 
early solution but we must not try to multiply beyond 
necessity. In Calcutta I have noticed multiplicity of 
libraries of the same type in the same locality without 
ary co-operation or co-ordination between them. 
Thisis to be regretted. In the west where there is 
a net work of libraries, small areas are being grouped 
up to give a.better service. 
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“The introduction of travelling libraries in the 
countryside is a matter which deserve careful attention. 
But the resources at our disposal are too limited 
to enable us to undertake such a gigantic task. 
Unless the Sate comes forward with substantial 
grants and the District and Union Boards whole- 
heartedly co-operate practically nothing can be 
done. Attempts are being made for the introduction 
of free primary education, but lapse to illiteracy 
will be inevitable if no arrangement is made for 
the free supply of books in order to keep up the 
habit of reading. I should like to draw the attention 
of our Government and local bodies concerned to: 
devise ways and means for the institution of travelling 
libraries which may reach the remotest corners of 
villages from one end of the country to the other., 
I need hardly emphasise that this regional scheme is 
the greatest need of the hour. | ae 

“A library exhibition has been arranged on this. 
occasion which will be presently opened. The library 
movement in all parts of the globe are represented in 
the exhibition. Modern library equipments plans, 
chats, photographs etc., are also being exhibited, collec- 
tion os works on or by Bankim Chandra Chatterji in. 
English, Bengali, Hindi, Urdu, Gurmukhi etc., is a 
special feature of this year’s exhibition. 

“Our best thanks are due to the authorities of the 
Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal for kindly placing their 
Hall for our Annual Meeting and a room on the ground 
floor for our exhibition. i ‘ 


+ 
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In conclusion Mr. Rai Mahasai hoped that the 
agitation started by Mr. Wordsworth and Dr. Nihar 
Ranjan Ray, for having a Municipal Library Service for 
Calcutta a scheme which: was- under consideration 
of the relevant ` Committee .of the Corporation 
would succeed and Calcutta would have its municipal 
library very soon. 


Proceedings of the General Business Meeting 


The Annual General Meeting of the Bengal Library 
Association was held at the Asutosh Building, Calcutta 
University, on Saturday, the 21st July, 1938, at 6 P.M. 
Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai, President of the 
Association, took the chair. 91 members were present. 

1," Proposed by Dr. Niharranjan Ray and seconded 
by Mr. Anathbandhu Dutta the following amendment 
to the constitution and bye-laws of the Association 
was duly passed : = 

The: words “one Joint General Secretary” be added 
after the words “one General Secretary” and the words 
“one Asst. Secretary’ be substituted in place of the 
words “two Assistant Secretaries” in clause 5 of the 
constitution. 

2. The President nomiated Mr. Biswanath Banerjee ' 
and Mr. J. M. Majumder. as scrutineers for the ballot. 

3. Ballots being taken the following office-bearers 
and members of the Council were then declared duly 
elected for the current year :— 


6 f PAL 


( 8 ) 


President— Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai 
Vice-Presidents—Mr. A. K. Chanda 

» H. Z. A. Kabir 

» W. C. Wordsworth 

„ A N. Basu , 


Dr. Satyananda Roy 

General Secretary—Mr. T. C. Dutta 
Joint Genl. Secretary—Mr. P. C. Bose 
Asst. Secretary— „ P. K. Chatterji 
Treasurer— » B. N. Banerjee 
Librarian— » J. M. Majumdar 
Members of Council— . 

Mr. A. D. Mukherjee ( Calcutta ) 

» A. B. Datta 5 

„ Anilkumar Das Gupta ,, 

Dr. B. C. Sen ii 

Mr. Gourmohan Bose = 
Jitendranath Bhattacharjee (Calcutta ) 
» K K. Mukherji ( Calcutta ) 
M. N. Rudra N 
» N. N. Rudra x 
» N. C. Ghose i 
Sachindranath Mukherjee ( Calcutta ) 
Susilkumar Chatterji ( Calcutta ) 
„ S. N, Bose S 
» Sukhen Chatterji s 
Susil Kumar Ghose S 
Dr. Niharranjan Ray as 
Mr. Jitendranarayan Ghose (Barisal) 
» Kshitish Chandra Mitra (Dinajpur) 
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Swami Pravasivananda (Jalpaiguri) 
Maulvi Mansur Ali (Pabna) 
Mr. Sailes Kumrr Sen (Tipperah) 
» Manindrakumar Banerji (Hooghly) 
» Muhammad Ariff (Dacca) 
.. Madanmohan Ghosh (Howrah) 
Kumar Gurukram Majumdar (Jessore) - 
~ Mulvi Muhammad Kasem Ali (Mymensing) 
Mr. Basanta Kumar Ghosh (24 Pargs) 


4. Proposed by Mr. T. C. Dutta and seconded by 
Mr. P. C. Bose, the representatives of the follwing 
institutions were given seats in the Council to represent 
their respective districts :— ; 

The College (Bankura) 
Young Men's Muslim Assn. (Bogra) 
Cox’s Bazar Pub. Lib. (Chittagonj) 

_ Gopalganj Coronation Pub. Lib. Tanapa. 
B. R. Sen Pub. Lib. (Maldah) - 
Panchthupi Bani Mandir (Murshidabad) 
Sandwip Town Hall Pub. Lib. (Noakhali) 
Bandikhali Public Library (Rungpur) 
Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan (Birbhum) 
Mangram Binapani Lib. (Burdwn) 
Kurseong Library (Darjeeling) 

Mulghar Binapani Library (Khulna) 
Public Library (Midnapur) 
Santipur Pub. Lib. (Nadia) 

Public Library (Rajsahi) 


- 5. Mr. -T.-C, Dutta, the Hony. General. Secretary, 


(84) 


presented the Annual Report for 1937 which was duly 
adopted. 


6. Mr. B.. N. Banerjee, the’ Hony, Treasurer, 
submitted the audited accounts of the Association for 
the year ending 31st Dec., 1937, and it was duly passed. 


7. Dr. Niharranjan Ray proposed a vote of 
thanks to Messers George Read and Co, chartered 
Accountants, the ‘Hony. Auditors to the Association. 
This was seconded by Mr. S. K. Ghosh and duly 
passed. 

8. Being called upon by the President, the follow- 
ing gentlemen moved their respective resolutions — 


(a) Mr. Benoybhusan Bose moved “that a Jail 
Library Committee be.formed by the Association to 
find out possible ‘ways and means by which the 
Association can help prisoners in their studies in Jails.” 
After some’ discussion the Council was authorised. 
to take suitable steps to give effect to the recommen- 
dation. It was pointed out that suggestion might be 
invited from inmates of jails in selecting books for: jail 
libraries. ‘ 

(b) Moulvi Muhammad Kasem Ali Rasulpuri moved. 
“that the Govt. of Bengal be approached to make 
provision of Rs. 50,000/- in the next budget for 
grants-in-aid to the rural libraries in Bengal”. After 
discussion it was decided that the Association would. 
prepare ascheme for development of rural libraries 
in the province and submit same to the government. | 


(c) Moulvi Muhammad Kasem Ali Rasulpusi 
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moved “that the Government of Bengal be requested 
to furnish a list of proscribed books to all affiliated 
institutions of this -Association free of cost.” After 
discussion it was decided that the Government of 
Bengal should be requested to review the list of 
proscribed books which may be available to all libraries 
on application. This list might be supplemented from 
time to time. 

(d) Mr. N. N. Mukherji moved “that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal be approached to sanction a suitable 
grant-in-aid to the Association and the proposal was 
duly approved. 


(e) Dr. Niharranjan Ray moved “that this Associa- 
tion whole-heartedly supports the move .on the part 
of some councillors of the Corporation of Calcutta 
‘for the establishment of a Centtal Municipal Library 
Service and hopes that the Corporation would take 
necessary steps for its early realisation”, and the 
“proposal was duly approved. 

With a vote of thanks to the Chair, the proceedinga 
«came to a close. 


Executive and Other Standing Committees, 1938 


Executive Committee 
Kumar Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai, President. 
Dr. B. N. Banerjee, Treasurer (up to August, 1938 ) 
Dr. Niharranjan Ray, ,, (from September, 1938) 
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Mr. T. C. Dutta, Hon. General Secretary... 
» P. C. Bose, Jt. Genl. Seceretary. 
» P. K. Chatterji. Asst. Secretary. 
A Amulyadhan Mukherji. 
» Susil Kumar Ghosh. 
» Anathbandhu Dutta. 
„ 5. N. Bose. 
Dr. B. C. Sen. 


Library Survey Committee 


Dr. Nibarranjan Ray, Chairman. 
Mr, P. K. Chatterje, Secretary. 
Sailes Kumar Sen (Comilla). 
.„ Subodh Chandra Bose (Midnapore). 
. y T., C. Dutta (Howrah). 
» Narendra Nath Mukherjee (Hooghly)- 
Abhoy Kumar Sarkar (Howrah). 


” 


Prison Library Committee 
„Mr. S. N. Rudra, Chairman. 
., Benoybhusan Bose, Secretary. 
» K. K. Mukherjee. 
u, Maulavi Mansur Ali. 
Benoyendra Deb Rai Mahasai. 
T. C. Dutta. 
Sambhunath Bose. 


Membership Committee 
Mr. Umaprasad Mookerjee, Chairman. 
„ Susil Kumar Chaterjee; Secretary. . 
a S.N. Bose. ; 
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Mr. Anathbandhu Datta. ' 
» Manomohan Lahiri 
» T. C. Dutta. «> . p 


Book-Selection Committee 


Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterji, Chairman. 
Mr. Amulyadhan Mukherjee, Secretary. 
Dr. Niharranjan Ray. 
Mr. Jogendra Nath Gupta. 
„ Pramil Chadra Bose 
“> a Sajani Kanta Das. 
Anathnath Basu, Co-opted. 
Hemendra Prasad Ghosh, Co-opted. 


s 
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þ 
Publication Committee | 


Mr. Amal Home, Chairman. 
Dr. Niharranjan Ray, Secretary. 
Mr. S. N. Sinha. 

,, Gopaldas Majumdar.. 

„ Pramil Chandra'‘Bose. 

» J. M. Majumdar. 

Pe T, C. Dutta. 


Propaganda and Publicity Committee 


‘Mr. Manmatha Mohan Bose, Chairman. 
Susil Kumar Ghose, Secretary. 

J. M. Majumdar. 

Sunil Chandra Basu. 

» Akhil Niogi. 

» T. C. Dutta. 
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Hospital Library Committee 


- Major:Dabiruddin Ahmed, Chairman. 
Mr. Bhupendra Nath Nandy, Secretary. 
Dr. Santosh Kumar Mukherjee. 

Mr. P. K. Ghosh. 
„ Sunil Chandra Ghosh. 
„ T. C. Dutta. 

Dr, A. B. M. Habibullah. 
» Mrs. Sobhana Nandi. 


School Library Committee 


Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, Chairman. | 
» Anathnath Basu, Secrétary. 
» Dhirendranath Seh. 

» Susil Kumar Ghosh. 

„ Manoranjan Sen-Gupta. 

‘s A. K. Chanda. 

», T. C. Dutta. 

» K. K. Mukherjee, Co-opted. 
„ S. C. Datta, Co-opted. 


Library Training Committee 


Mr. W.C. Wordsworth, Chairman. 
Dr. Niharranjan Ray, Secretary. 
Mr. P. C. Bose, ` 

„ Biswanath Banerjee. 

„ P. K. Chatterjee. 

„ Anathnath Basu. 

a T. C. Dutta. 
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Special Library Cominittes 

Mr. Johan van Manen, Chairman. 
» Jatindranath Sen-Gupta, Secretary, 
„» Jitendramohan Bhattacharyya. 
„ Chintaharan Chakravarti. 
„ N. N. Rudra. 
» T.C. Dutta. | 

Dr. A. B. M. Habibullah. 


ANNUAL REPORT 
1937 


Introduction—Four years have elapsed since the re- 
organisation of the Association on the 14th September, 
1933. Due recognition has now been granted to the 
Association by the educational authorities and various 
local bodies of the province. 


Membership—While Life membership and supporting 
membership remained, each like previous year, personal 
membership rose to 145 in place of 114 and Institu- 
‘tional membership to 155 against 101 of the previous 


year. 
= y 


Council—The affairs of the Association were mana- 
ged by a Council and an Executive Committee. 


The old Council consisting of 36 members met twice,. 
on 7-2-37 and 7-3-37, and the new Council elected at 
the Annual General Meeting met also twice, on 5-9-37 
and 12-12-37. General policies of the Association were 
drafted at the Council meetings and working out of 
the same were left to the Executive Committee and 
various Standing Committees appointed by the Council. 
A general discussion on some allied topic was held just 
after the Council meetings at which non-members were 
also invited to participate. 


Executive Committee—The Executive Committee con- 
sisting of 10 members met seven times during this year,. 
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viz: on 141-37, 16-4-37, 1-6-37, 22-7-37, 15-9-37, 
30-9-37 and 18-11-37, to conduct routine business of the 
Association. 


Standing Committee—5 Standing Committees were 
appointed by the old Council of which the Library 
Training Committee with Khan Bahadur K. M. 
Asadullah as Chairman, the Library Survey Committee 
with Dr. Niharranjan Ray as Chairman and Book-List 
Committee with Pandit Amulya Charan Vidyabhushan 
as Chairman had done useful service. 9 Sanding 
Committees were appointed by the new Council, to 
look after the following items of work, viz. ‘Finance, 
Book-selection, Publication, Propaganda and Publicity. 
School Library, Hospital Library, Library Training, 
Special Library and Library Survey. None of the 
Committees could submit any recommendation during 
the year. 


Annual General Meeting—The Annual General Meeting 
of the Association was held at the Ashutosh Hall, 
Calcutta University, on the 22th July, 1937. Kumar 
-Munindra Deb Ray Mahasai, the President of the 
Association took the chair. 51 members were present. 
The Annual Report of the Association for 1936 was 
presented by Mr. T. C. Dutta, the Hony. General Secre- 
tary and was duly adopted. The audited accountes of 
the Association for the year 1936 upto 15th January, 
1937, along with the audited report submitted by Messrs. 
George Read & Co., Chartered Accountants, the 
Hony. Auditors of the Association, were placed before 
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the meeting and were passed. The Office-beares and 
Members of the Council were then elected. The pro- 
posals put forward by members were then discussed. 
Fuller proceedings of the Annual General Meeting 
have already been published in the Bulletin of the 
Association. sn 

Bengal Library. Conference—With a view to give an 
impetus to the library movement it was decided’ to 
hold a Library Conference on the occasion: of the 
. Annual General Meeting of the Association and a 
Conference Committee was formed with Mr. W. C. 
Wordsworth as Chairman and Dr, Niharranjan Ray ` 
as Secretary. The Conference held very successful 
sessions at the Asutosh Hall, Calcutta University, on 
the 24th and 25th July last which was attended by a 
large number of delegates from District Boards, 
Municipalities and educational institutions besides the 
members of the Association. Full report of the 
Conference has also been published in the Bulletin of 
the Association. ` ' 


Library Exhibition—A Library Exhibition was organised 
along with the Conference at the Meeting Room of 
the Calcutta University where a miniature model 
library was shown by the E. I. Ry. Indian Institute, 
Lillooah, and books, pamphlets, journals, maps, charts, 
posters, photographs etc. were displayed by the 
Calcutta University, Calcutta Corporation, Prabartak 
` Sangha and the Association. Mr. Sanat Kumar Ray 
Chowdhury, the then Mayor of Calcutta opened the 
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Exhibition, in the arrangements of which valuable 
assistance was rendered by Mr. Jnananjan Neogy, 
the E. L Ry. Indian Institute and the Prabartak 
Sangha. 


Library Training Class—A step in the right direction. 
was taken by the Association in organising the first 
Summer Training Class in Libraianship with 20 students, 
for a month from the 1st May at the Ashutosh College, 
Bhawanipur, under the directorship of Dr. Niharranjan 
Ray, Librarian, Calcutta University. Messrs W. C. 
Wordsworth, Pramil Chandra Bose, Biswanath Banerjee, 
Pulin Krishna Chatterjee, Anath Nath Basu, Pandit 
Amulya Charan Vidyabhushan, Kumar Munindra Deb 
Rai Mahasai, Tincori Dutta & Mr. Bibhas Chandra 
Roy Choudhury offered their voluntary services in 
conducting the Class. The President of the Associa-- 
tion entertainedthe teachers and students at an after-- 
noon-party at the conclusion of the Class. Of the 
twenty that completed the course, eighteen came out 
successful at the qualifying examination, and received 
their certificates from the hand of the Hon’ble Mr. 
Fazlul Huq, Premier, at the Inaugural Session of the 
Conference referred to above. 


Finance— Though there has been some improvement- 
in the financial condition of the Association, yet 
the sources are quite inadequate to meet the 
present demands, and so a brake had to be put on its 
activities. The year opened with a cash balance of 
Rs, 94/14/- ; total collections amounted to Rs. 611/8/-- 
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and total expenditure was Rs. 558/4/3. The genes 


^ 


balance was Rs. 148/1/9. 3 


Library—The Association Library is still housed at 
the Sir Asutosh Memorial Institute, Bhwanipur, and ıt 
needs a proper location. Some useful books on Libraty 
Economy have been added this year. Unless some 
means are devised to augment the funds of the 
Association it would be very difficult to equip the 
library properly. Though no statistics were kept the 
books of the library were much in use. 


Bulletin—The long expected bulletin of the Aoi 
- tion was published at the end of the year as a combined 
. volume of 100 pages which also contained a select list 
of Bengali Books with Dewey class numbers. Dr. Nihar- 
tanjan Ray acted as the Editor of the Bulletin. ‘The 
publication of the Bulletin at quicker intervals may not 
be possible unless the finantial resources are improved. 


Library Survey—A survey of the various types of 
libraries of the city of: Calcutta and Howrah was 
conducted by. Mr. Pulin Krishna Chatterjee, the 
Secretary of the Library Survey Committee. Mr. 
Sailes Chandra Sen, the Prov. Secretary of the Tippera 
District Branch of the Association conducted a survey | 
of libraries in the Brahmanbaria Sub-Division. It is 
highly desirable that library provisions in other parts 
of the province should be surveyed similarly. i 

Library Directory—The publication of the Library 
Directory had to be deferred for want of fuller informa- 
tion. As sufficient- materials have been collected by 
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this time, it is expected to be ready for publication 
very soon. : 


Publications—Besides the Bulletin of the Association 

‘agma, Kumar Munindra Deb Rai 

Mahasai's asita was published through D. M. Library 
of Calcutta during this year.. - 


Lectures—Discussions were held after the Council 
Meetings of 7-2-37, 5-9-37 and 12-12-37. Dr. Santosh 
Kumar Mukherjee, M.B., Editor, Indian Medical Record 
initiated a discussion on Hospital Library Service for 
the Sick and Invalids on the first day (this was. pub- 
lished in the Health Number of the Calcutta Municipal 

‘ Gazette), Mr. Jogendra Nath Gupta, Editor, Sisu Bharati 
and Kaisorak spoke on “Indian Juvenile Literature” 
on the second day while Mr. Narendra Deb, Editor, 
Pathsala, spoke on “Literary Market” on the third day. 
Many members took part in these discussions. 


Local Bodies—The attention of the local bodies was 
drawn from time to time for giving proper financial 
assistance to the libraries within their respective 
jurisdictions. The immediate need for a Central 
Municipal Library in Calcutta was particularly stressed 
at the Bengal Library Conference. The amount of 
grants-in-aid from the Municipalities and District Boards 
towards the libraries is gradually increasing. Several 
Union Boards have established their own libraries while 
others ‘sanctioned substantial grants-in-aid towards 
their local libraries. 


Technical Guidance—Numerous enquiries were received 
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from the members at the head quarters of the Associa- 
tion regarding technical guidancé and those were 
attended to by the honorary officers of the’ Association 
as far as possible. Better service may be afforded to 
the members by appointing a whole-time or at least 
a part-time. worker to cope with the increased volume 
of work and to run the Association office and library 
in an efficient manner. / 


District Branches—Inaugural meetings of the Howrah,, 
Dinajpur, Noakhali, Pabna, Hooghly and Malda Dis- 
trict Branches were held during the year. Preliminary 
arrangements were made for organising Nadia, Faridpur 
Barisal, Rajshahi, Tippera, Darjeeling, Bankura, ' 24 
Parganas, Jessore, Khulna, Bogra and Birbhum District 
Branches. By the establishment of active District 
Branches in each district of the province it would be 
possible to enlist public sympathy and support towards 
the libraries and to ensure better service to the public. 


Conclusion—The authorities of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity deserve best thanks of the Association for allowing’ 
the Association to use its premises. The editors of 
the leading journals, both Indian and foreign, very 
kindly afforded suitable publicity of the activities of the 
Association from-time to time for which the Asso- 
ciation would convey thanks to them all as well as to 
the authorities of the United Press of India and the 
Associated Press of India. 

i _T. 6. DUTTA 
- Hony. General Secretary. 
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IMPOSITIONS AND WITHDRAWAL 
OF BAN ON BOOKS. 


The following publications have been declared to 
be forfeited to His Majesty by respective notifications 
of the Government of Bengal noted against each. 


1. acewa faga s salu +6aj—by Bharat Ray, 
“Printed at the Samya Press, Calcutta. 
Notification No. 15657 Pub.—25-10-1938. 


2. Moplah Tirugubata—Printed by Vasa Suryya- 
narayana Sastri of the Srinivas Press, and Published 
by Tummala Venkataramiah from Rajahmundry. 
[ Tamil |. 

: Notification No. 14326 P.—20-12-38. 


3. , [Urdu] Chand Ghalat Uzman Ra Jawab (reply to some 
false allegatations)—by Dr. Manzoor Ahmed, M. A. 
Secretary, Calcutta Mass Contact Sub-Committee, 
B. P. C. C. Printed at the Indian National Press, No. 8 
Eden Hospital Road, Calcutta. 

Notification No, 19 P.—3rd January 1939. 


4. “arga TCAA WITI” —by Sm. Bimal Prativa Devi, 
Printed by Jamini Mohan Ghosh at Popular Printing 
Works, 47, Madhu Ray Lane, Calcutta. Published by 
Kalyani Bhattacharjee from 60, Rash Behary Avenue, 
Ballygunje, Calcutta: ' 

. Notification No. 546 P.—3-2-39. 
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5. “PATTA TA—by Mazaffar Ahmed. Published 
by Braja Behari Burman Roy at the Burman Publishing 
House, No. 72, Harrison Road, Calcutta and Printed 
by Sailendranath Guha Ray' at Sri Saraswati Press, 
1, Rama Nath Majumdar Street, Calcutta. . 

Notification No. 3113 P.—3-6-39. 


6. In Andamans—the Indian Bastile—by Bijoy Kumar 
Sinha. Printed by P. Topa at the Allahabad Law 
Journal Press, Allahabad and Published by Prafulla 
Chandra Mitter at No. 24730 The Mall, Cawnpur. 

Notification No. 3201 P.—9-6-39. ` 


7. “AGUNG citera @ai”—by Bijoy Lal 
Chatterjee. Printed by Abinash Chandra Sarkar at the 
Classic Press, 21, Patuatola Lane, Calcutta and Pub- 
lished by Manmatho Nath Biswas from the Atmasakti 
Library at 15, College Square, Calcutta. f 

Notification No. 123 P.—9-1-39. | 


8. “National Front—Vol. II No. 15, dated 21st May 1939, 

edited by P. C. Joshi and Printed by Puranchand Joshi 

_at the Bombay Vaibhav Press, Bombay 4. and Published 
by the same Puranchand Joshi at No. 62 E Girgaon- | 
Road, Bombay. 4. 


Notification No. 3188 P.—9-6-39. ` 
9. “National Front”, Vol. II, No. 19 of 18th June, 1939, 
ed. by P.'C. Joshi and printed -by Puranchand Joshi 
at the Bombay Vaibhav Press, Bombay 4, and published 
by the same at No. 62E, Girgaon Road, Bombay 4, | 
Notification No. 3527 P.—28th June, 1939. 
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“afar, otra” by Farrukh Shere and 
printed by Maulvi Abul Mansur Ellahi Baksh at the 
Serajgunj Nure Ellahi Press and published by Khan 
Sahib Maulvi Akbar Ali, Serajgunj, Pabna. 


_ Notification No. 3563 P—3rd. duly, 1 939. 


Ban on the following book has been withdrawn. 
“ATga WA” Written by Sri Sarat Chandra 
Chattopadhaya, printed by Sri Satya Kinkar Bandyo- 
padhyaya at the Cotton Press, 57 Harison Road, and 
published by Sri Uma Prasad Mukhopadhyaya, 77 Ashu- 
tosh Mookerjee Road, Calcutta. 
Notification No. 1020 P—lst March 1939. 
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RUTHLESS DESTRUCTION OF :. 
| LIBRARIES IN CHINA 


The President of the, Bengal Library Association 
received the following letter dated December 24, 1937,: 
from the Chairman of the Executive Board of the 
Library Association, China, describing the ruthless 
destruction of cultural institutions in China by Japanese 
militarists and appealing for help by way of donation of 
books and periodicals to China. 


CHANGSHA OFFICE 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF CHINA 
1 Kil TSAI YUAN. 
CHANGSHA, s 
CHINA. 


` _ December 24, 1937. 


President 
BENGAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
clo Librarian, Oaloutia University, India. 


+ 


Dear Sir : F 

The scholarly world in the West must have learnt with great 
‘horror and indignation of the ruthless bombing and deliberate 
‘destruction of a great number of cultural institutions and libraries 
in those parts of China which have been devastated by the 
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aggression of Japanese militarists. Institutions thus affected 
cover a large area extending from Suiyuan in the north to Canton 
in the south. The total loss sustained through Japanese aggression 
is a hundred times greater than that inflicted by nature on Tokyo 
in 1923. / i 

According to a survey up to the time of writing, 35 national 
‘and private universities in addition to a large number of cultural 
institutions and libraries were either totally destroyed or dis- 
organized. The valuable libraries and laboratories of many 
institutions have been laid waste. Findmg themselves unable to 
function properly under most trying circumstances, many institu- 
tions have been forced to move away from Japanese dommation. 
They are therefore obliged to start their work entirely afresh. 
f ; 


All right-minded people will greatly deplore such a gross 
anomaly in the family of nations and will be,ready, we are sure, 
to lend a helping hand to China in her immense task of maintain- 
ing her cultural institutions in such difficulttimes. It is in the 
interest of these libraries that we appeal to you, as our sister 
institution, for help and co-operation. 


There are undoubtedly many libraries in India with duplicate 
-copies which they ate willing to dispose of, as well as individuals 
who would like to offer their private collections for this cause. 
As a central organization of librarians in Bengal, we hope your 
Association will extend to us the necessary assistance in our efforts 
‘towards the restoration of our libraries. 


` Indian donations of books and periodicals should be kept 
temporarily at one central place to be forwarded to China after 
the conclusion of the undeclared war. We hope you would 
désignate one large library in Bengal for receiving donations of 
‘books for China. 
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May we hope that the generous spirit on the part of the 
members of your Association will enable librarians in China to 
carry on with renewed vigour and increased impetus in this time 
of national crisis ? 


Yours faithfully, 
P. C. Tuay- 
Ohairman, Executive Board - 


The matter was placed before the Executive to our 
Association and it was resolved. 


“That this Association learns with horror and 
regret the news of the ruthless destruction of libraries, 
Universities and other cultural institutions in Chine 
by Japanese mlitarists : 


“That this Association offers their fullest and 
sincere sympathy to the Chinese people at their mis- 
fortune and considers the action of the Japanese as. . 
vandalism of the worst sort against culture and 
civilization. 


"Further, that the appeal be given wide publicity 
in the daily press and be published in the Bulletin of .. 
the Association. 


, eta 
A copy of the above resolutions was forwarded to: 
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the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
Library Association, China, for information. 


+ 


Printed at the Alexandra Printing Works, 27, College Street, 
Calcutta. Published by the Bengal Library Association, 
Central Library, The University, Calcutta. 

Editor : Dr. Nihananjan Ray. 


